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It so happened that soon after receiving my first medical diploma, 
I was called to assist 4 brother physician in the management of a 
case of traumatic tetanus, and I was very much impressed with 
its gravity and the paucity and inefficiency of medical resources 
in such cases, 
The case was that of a wood-chopper, who, some two weeks 
, previously, had run a nail in the sole of his right foot, and had, as 
he thought, withdrawn all of it. Some days thereafter he was 
seized with tetanus of a most violent nature, for which morphine 
internally and subcutaneously was tried without any great relief. 
Hydrate of chloral, which had just come into use, also proved un- 
satisfactory. 
The attending physician, suspecting the existence of a piece of 
nail imbedded in the foot, asked me to assist him in the search fer 
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‘ it. There being such tenderness of parts the least handling sufficed 

: to bring on spasms of the most violent nature. We therefore pro- 4 

; ceeded to chloroform the patient. He had only taken a few whiffs | 
when violent paroxysm occurred, followed by spasm of glottis and i 

4 upturning of eyes, and the patient ceased to breathe, though a fee- a 

: ble heart-beat continued for a few minutes. Every method of resus- E: 
citation known to us, except the use of a battery, which was not a 
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to be had at that moment, was tried without avail. Afterwards, 
we made an incision and found the piece of nail imbedded in the 
tissues of the foot, between the metatarsal bones. 

Before proceeding to discuss the appropriate treatment of teta- 
nus, let us consider what is known as to its etiology, symptomatol- 
ogy, efc. 

In tetanus there is an uncontrollable tonic spasm of the muscles 
of the body ; either the entire muscular system or the greater por- 
tion thereof being affected. In those cases where the spasms are 
confined to the muscles of the jaw, we denominate it trismus, or 
lock-jaw. As a rule, trismus is only one of the many symptoms 
of tetanus, though under certain circumstances—for example, in 
teething children, or in diseases of the jawbone and its connec- 
tions—it may be wholly a local process. 

The most practical division of tetanus would, probably, be as 
follows: 7. Traumaticus, where it follows an injury, and, 7: Rheu- 
maticus or Idiopathicus, where no discoverable cause for the pro- 
duction of the affection exists, or where simply a catching of cold 
is assumed. 

Aside from the original cause of their setting up, there exists ab- 
solutely no fundamental difference between these two classes ; the 
symptoms in both are identical. Both classes may pursue an acute 
or chronic course, though traumatic cases are generally acute and 
may be rapidly fatal, while the idiopathic are oftener chronic, and 
their prognosis is much more favorable. As predisposing to the 
development of this affection must be considered,.in general, eve- 
rything which greatly reduces the bodily energy or strength ; for 
example, typhus and the abuse of alcoholic liquors are considered 
by many authorities as prolific causes. : 

Tetanus is more common in man than in woman, and this, un- 
doubtedly, is due to the greater hardships and exposure incident 
to men’s occupations than is the case with women’s pursuits. It 
is a well-known fact, that more than half of all cases occur between 
ten and forty years of age, just in the most active and exposed pe- 
riod of a man’s life. 

This affection is met with about equally summer and winter, but 
is much oftener found in warm than in cold climates ; the coasts 
of the tropics, where sudden changes in temperature occur—the 
exceedingly hot days being followed by cool nights—are especially 
often visited by this disease. It is affirmed to be more frequent 
and more grave in negroes, but this has not been my experience. 

The wounded, after long and severe battles, are especially prone 
to tetanus ; thus we have the testimony of the celebrated Larrey that 
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«ne hundred cases developed on the morning succeeding a battle, 

As to direct traumatic causes, as is well known, it may follow any 
injury, from the most insignificant scratch to the severest complica- 
‘ted fracture, after the extraction of a tooth as well as following the 
severest surgical operation. Still we most often find it foliowing 
severe wounds and injuries—for instance, burns, frost-bite, compli- 
cated fractures, and especially after wounds in tissues, such as the 
hands and feet, that are very delicate and abundantly supplied with 
nerves. 

Traumatic tetanus usually ensues within the first or second week 
after exposure to the injury. Should no symptoms occur before 
the third week, there is slight probability of its appearance. 

After all the injuries mentioned above, we should be on the out- 
look for its development ; but it must be admitted there are no Zos- 
itive general or local symptoms by which its commencement can 
be recognized. Usually, the patient first notices that during talk- 
ing or eating he experiences a difficulty in opening his mouth on 
account of stiffness of the muscles of the lower jaw—the attempt 
_ ‘to do so being, often, accompanied by sharp and drawing pains ; 
still this symptom may be so slight as scarcely to be complained 
of. The first sure indication of the presence of tetanus is a hard- 
ness and spasmodic contraction of the muscles of the neck, back 
or abdomen ; at the same time the countenance begins to assume 
a peculiar drawn and fixed appearance, due to contraction of some 
of the muscles of the face. Should a drawing down of the corners 
of the mouth ensue, we have the so-called “tetanic grin,” or risus 
sardonicus. Then ensues a difficulty about swallowing, so that at 
each attempt to drink there is a spasm of the muscles of degluti- 
‘tion, and even of respiration. Gradually the entire muscular sys- 
tem may become affected, the tetanic cramps manifesting them- 
selves, sometimes more in muscles of the trunk, at others in those 
of extremities ; though the muscles of back of neck and trunk are 
most usually affected. Following Larrey’s leadership, these latter 
have been divided into different forms, according as certain mus- 
cular groups are affected. Thus we have Opisthotonos, Pleuros- 
thonos, and Emprosthotonos, where the body is drawn backwards, 
to one side, or forwards—opisthotonos being the most frequent 
variety. 

Tetanus may be confounded with certain other affections, whose 
symptoms are very similar, and in some instances their differential 
diagnosis is very difficult ; for instance, tetanus and strychnia pois- 
oning. I will only mention two points of difference, as the remain. 
der will readily suggest themselves. The former is a progressive 
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disease, while the latter appears suddenly in all is severity. In the 
first there is a constant stiffness of the muscles of the jaw ; while in 
the second the jaw is only locked during the spasm. Any one, 
never having seen a case of hydrophobia, would likely confound 
it with tetanus ; yet the peculiar restlessness of mind and body in 
the former, the entire intermission of spasm at intervals, and the 
well-known aversion to fluids, with the most excessive thirst pres- 
ent, would be sufficient to distinguish between them. 2x passant 
it may be noted that cases are reported where these two troubles. 
were present in one and the same case at the same time. The fact. 
that the patient’s mental faculties remain unimpaired—any delir- 
ium being seldom observed—would aid in distingulshing it from 
cerebro-spinal meningitis. . 

Authorities vary in their statements as to the temperature in te-- 
tanus. Neudorfer affirms it to be the only instance of an acute af- 
fection where there is no rise in temperature, while Billroth and 
others state there is much rise, especially in most acute cases, where 
it often reaches 107°. Asa rule, chronic cases show no rise in 
temperature. It is a remarkable fact that, after death, it rises, some- 
times to a high degree (113°), but the reason for this is undecided. 
The patient’s mental faculties are unimpaired, any delirium being 
seldom observed. 

In treating tetanus, we should bear in mind the fact that acute 
cases die from apneea, through spasm of the muscles of respiration, 
more particularly the laryngeal muscles. 

Now, it is generally admitted that, once well developed, the dis- 
ease will run its course, and, farther, that our efforts to a great ex- 
tent should be directed to preventing suffocation. For this pur- 
pose, tracheotomy is highly recommended, and, if undertaken suffi- 
ciently early, seems worthy of our adoption, for the reason that, 
with a tube in the trachea, death by laryngeal spasm cannot occur, 
and hence there is a better prospect of recovery under other ap- 
propriate treatment. Per contra, chronic cases prove fatal from 
exhaustion. Here our efforts must be directed to sustaining the 
patient’s strength, by judicious feeding by the mouth, if practicable; 
if not, by nutritious enameta, repeated every four to six hours. 

For the purpose of securing to the patient the needful mental and 
physical quietude, perhaps every known narcotic and anesthetic 
has been tried, and praised. Opium, especially morphia hypoder- 
mically, is highly recommended. Demarquey recommends its in- 
jection deep into the drawn muscles ; for instance, elevator mus- 
cles of the jaw, and sterno-cleido-mastoideus, muscles of the back 
of neck and body. Chloroform inhalations are much used ; the 
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patients are greatly relieved by being thoroughly brought under 
ats influence; but we should always remember the natural tendency 
to spasm of the glottis, and be guarded in its adminstration. Hy- 
drate of chloral is perhaps best worthy of our confidence, as many 
cases are reported as recovering after its use in large doses ; and 
it may be readily given per enema where circumstances demand it- 
Authorities differ as to the value of cirraria and eserine. Ice-bags 
along the spine are highly recommended by Hammond and oth- 
ers. I believe hyoscyamin would bea useful agent—given in 1-16 
to 1-12 grain hypodermically, when required. 

Before concluding, I desire to direct attention to the appearance 
.and condition of the nerves leading to and from the point of injury 
in traumatic cases, and also to the condition of the spinal chord ; 
for the reason that I am a firm believer in the “ nervous theory” 
of this affection—according to which some known or unknown 
peripheral irritation exerts its influence upon the nerve filaments, 
and is conducted along the nerve trunks to the spinal chord—there- 
by inducing a state of exaggerated functional activity in the latter» 
.as evidenced by muscular contractions, etc. ices 

In most cases, where patients have sufficiently long survived, we 
find neuritis and perineuritis of these nerves, they being soft and 
swollen, and the neurilemsua being hyperemic, and often extravasa- 
tion of blood within nerve-sheaths. These changes gradually pro- 
ceed up the nerve, becoming more and more evident the longer 
the initial irritation lasts, until they reach the spinal chord, which 
may show similar changes in the substance and coverings, most 
marked where the nerves leading from affected parts enter the 
chord. 

Now, granting the above statements to be true, I consider the 
most rational and worthy course in all traumatic cases would be, 
first, to carefully cleanse the wound, and search for and remove 
any foreign body, and treat in a strictly antiseptic manner ; at the 
‘same time dividing any torn or bruised nerves. Further, as soon 
as the least symptom of impending tetanus is manifest, a portion, 
or all, of the nerves of the affected limb should either be elonga- 
ted, preferably combined with crushing, or neurotomy should be 
done. These procedures are recommended for the purpose of at 
once and thoroughly cutting off all communication between the 
injured part and the central nervous system, and thus avoiding the 
continual irritation and excitation of that system. It is self-evi- 
‘dent that these procedures, to be of much service, must be early 
resorted to—before the long-continued peripheral ifritation has 
brought about such deep-seated alterations in the central nervous 
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system as to keep up the trouble even after the removal of the in- 
itial cause, and prevent its yielding to general treatment. But, to 
be secure, these operations on the nerves should be undertaken at 
a considerable distance from the wound, instead of in its immedi- 
ate vicinity, as is usually recommended, and done, for in no other 
way can we be sure of getting beyond-the affected portion of the 
nerves, As the end aimed at is only the temporary interruption 
of a nervous conductibility between the chord and peripheral irri- 
tation, simple stretching of the nerves, with or without crushing, 
would probably fulfill that indication in most cases, and would 


leave no bad after effects. 
In 1877, I insisted, in my thesis presented to the faculty of the 


Frederick- William University for a diploma in that Institution, that 
neurotomy, or nerve-section, at a remote distance from the point 


of injury offered the safest and most rational and surest mode of 


dealing with these cases. Where special signs pointed to the im- 
plication of only one nerve, it alone should be divided ; otherwise 
total neurotomy, or true nervous amputation of the limb, as it has. 
been called, should be resorted to, and thus perfect rest secured. 
Total neurotomy would certainly leave a nearly useless and paral- 
yzed limb ; but in the course of six months this paralysis might, to: 
a great extent, disappear; especially if, in dividing the nerves, we 
are careful to leave the severed ends in apposition, and not handle 


them roughly, might we expect this result. 
Immediate union of divided nerves ever occurs, but they are- 


soon united by connective tissue, if not too widely separated (not 
over 23 inches), and ultimately by a process of “sprouting” ner- 


vous conductibility is re-established. Where only a few of the. 


nerves of a limb are divided, nervous connection is said to be soon: 


re-established through anastomising branches. 
The operation of nerve-section is very simple, and union by first 


intention should readily follow. Granting that permanent paraly- 
sis may ensue, still neurotomy is infinitely preferable to amputation 
of the affected part, as recommended by Larrey, Petit, and others— 
Petit declaring it to be a sure cure, if done at eailiest manifestation. 
of the affection. Should nervous communication fail to be re-es- 
tablished, we possibly might find a solution of the difficulty by 
paring the ends of the disunited nerves and bringing them together 
by nerve-suture. 

Treatment of Nevus.—W. J. Beatty (British Medical Journal) 
repots that he has successfully treated eight cases of nevus by the 
local applications of liquor arsenicalis night and morning until ul- 
ceration had taken place. He says that the cure was effected im 
from three to five weeks. 
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THE CURE OF CARBUNCLE WITH CAUSTIC AND 
STRIPS. - 





By J. McF. Gaston, M.D., 


Professor of the Principles and Practice of Surgery in the Southern Medieal College, 
Atlanta, Georgia. 





The practical importance of recognizing the distinctive charac- 
teristics of carbuncle, and adopting appropriate measures of treat- 
ment at an early stage of its development, has been strongly im- 
pressed upon the medical profession by several notable fatal results 
of this disease within the past year. Being thoroughly convinced 
that none subjected to the course pursued by me in the manage- 
ment of this affection, during an extended professional experience, 
are likely to succumb from this disorder, 1 am prompted to call the 
attention of practitioners to the facts observed, not only by myself 
but by intellegent colleagues, in connection with the simple but 
effective measures which have secured invariable salutary results. 

That my article on “ The distinguishing features of malignant 
pustule and anthrax,” published in the September number of Gail- 
lard’s Journal for 1881, setting forth pointedly my successful treat- 
ment of carbuncle, should have received the endorsement of that 
accurate and judicious observer, Dr. Simon Baruch, in a subse- 
quent issue of the Journal, warrants me in referring all who are 
interested to what was styled by him “ the able essay of Dr. Gas- 
ton.” My readers will not, I trust, attribute this allusion to egotism 
on my part, as a consideration far above any thought of self indu- 
ces me, at present, to urge upon my colleagues the great benefits 
to suffering humanity, which must accrue from putting into prac- 
tice the measures which are therein inculcated, as being uniformly 
successful in arresting the progress of a most hideous disease. 

For the practical exemplification of my mode of proceeding, I 
am permitted to present the details of a case in the person of the 
Rev. J. M. White, of this city, who was attended in consultation 
with Drs. W. R. D. Thompson and G. G. Roy ; and members of 
the profession here and elsewhere may verify the accuracy of my 
statements by application to either of these gentlemen, personally 
or by correspondence. At the same time, I may state that Dr. K. 
C. Divine has carried out my suggestion in the treatment of sev- 
eral cases of carbuncle with the most satisfactory results, being thus: 
in a position to substantiate the efficacy of this mode of treatment. 
Numerous other cases under my immediate observation might be 
cited ; but preferring to have the corroborative testimony of these 
disinterested parties, the claims of my treatment to consideration 
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and adoption will be fully appreciated by the result in this case of 
a gentleman who is so well and favorably known, not only in this 
city but in other sections of this State and elsewhere in the South. 
After a tour of travel in different States, the Rev. John M. White 
returned to Atlanta with marked aggravation of a local inflamma- 
tion that had given him trouble for some days, situated over the 
left lumbar region, at a point about equi-distant from the vertebral 
column and the lower margin of the ribs. There was a well de- 
fined protuberance, with circumscribed induration of the subcu- 
taneous tissues, and at the apex, having several small openings, 
from which there was some sanious discharge, accompanied by a ( 
deepseated pain and a general feeling of discomfort, with sense of 
lassitude. ‘The constitutional disturbances indicated rather a low 
order of febrile excitement, with a brownish coating of the tongue, 
and lack of appetite. All the symptoms, considered in connection 
with the tumefactions, whose area had a diameter of six inches, 
and whose surface was of a dusky-red hue, induced us to unite in 
the diagnosis of anthrax, known ordinarily by the popular desig- 
nation of carbuncle. I concurred in the suggestions of my collea- 
gues as to the general treatment, and they acquiesced in the meas- 
ures proposed by me for the topical management of the case, while 
our joint attendance was continued from day to day. The chief 
reliance, internally, was upon small doses of the sulphide of calci- 
um during the first week of the treatment, and subsequently upon 
general tonics. In the meantime the entire surface of the indura- 
ted area was well moistened and a stick of lunar caustic passed 
over it, and, after drying, strips of India-rubber adhesive plaster, 
long enough to reach across the indurated tissues upon the skin on 
either side, were drawn tightly over all the carbuncle, so as to pro- 
duce compression at every point involved in the disease. The 
cribriform apex was closed in by these strips in common with the 
other degenerated structures, and over them was laid a compress 
secured by a bandage around the body. The coating of nitrate of 
silver over the surface, and the compression by adhesive plaster 
upon the indurated protuberance, with the application of the com- 
press and bandage, were repeated daily. But after the second day 
there appeared some signs of suppuration at the apex, and by a 
crucial arrangement of the strips a small opening was left for it to 
escape, and this point was covered with some loose charpie for its 
absorption as it made its escape in the intervals of dressing. Af- 
ter the fourth day the stick of caustic was not passed over the outer 
surface any more, but was carried within the aperture and around 
in the cavity so as to detach the disintegrated fibrous substance and 
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connective tissue. On the fifth day suppuration was fairly estab- 
lished, and the discharge was free upon the pressure made in the 
reapplication of the plaster on all sides of the central opening. The 
surrounding induration gradually disappeared, and the cavity di- 
minished, under the daily use of compression in this manner, until, 
at the expiration of one week, there remained no distinctive char- 
acteristics of the carbuncle. The crucial arrangement of the strips 
around the orifice, and extending to the base of whatever indura- 
tion remained, was kept up for another week, with charpie and 
basilicon ointment upon the opening, until all discharge ceased. 
Granulations springing up then from the bottom of the cavity, and 
the walls being approximated constantly by the compression, there 
was but little evidence of the destructive process at the end of the 
third week, from which time our patient entered upon convales- 
cence ; and at the end of the fourth week he was out upon the 
streets enjoying the pleasing consciousness of complete restoration 
to health, having resumed his pulpit duties. 

Being satisfied, from my observation, that this mode of treating 
most of the simple cases of carbuncle will secure salutary results 
in the course of a single week, without any notable cicatrix after- 
wards, I have to urge its efficacy in even the gravest forms of this 
serious disorder, as having precedence to any and all other meas- 
ures of treatment. 

There may co-exist with carbuncle various constitutional de- 
rangements which require special medication for their correction, 
and this being accomplished nothing more is needed than the ap- 
plication of nitrate of silyer and adhesive plasters. 





A FOREIGN BODY IN THE EYEBALL REMOVED BY 
. MEANS OF A MAGNET. 


By A. G. Hosss, M.D., 
Professor of Eye, Ear and Throat in the Southern Medical College, Atlanta, Ga, 


Mr. A. W , of Alabama, aged forty-two, while drilling with 
a steel drill, received a wound in the right eve, which gave him 
but little pain at first, but after twenty-four hours the pain became 
severe. His physician, Dr. A. B. Coleman, saw him on the even- 
ing of the day the injury occurred, and was sure he could see the 
piece of steel (looking at it, according to the patient’s account, with 
an ophthalmoscope), but would not attempt to extract it The 
eye was at once atropenized, but, on the third day, the pain, pho- 
tophobia and congestion had increased so much that the doctor re- 
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ferred him to me. I saw him on the fifth day, when I found a 
small opacity at the sclero-corneal junction, the point of entrance 
of the piece of steel. I also found considerable iritis, with inflam- 
matory effusions, in the ciliary region. The effusion was so great 
that his vision was reduced to “ finger counting,” and it was im- 
possible for me to see beyond the iris. Knowing that the good 
eye was in danger of becoming involved, through sympathy, I de- 
termined to try the magnet, though I had but little idea of the lo- 


cality of the foreign body. 
After thoroughly cocainizing the eye, I introduced a Grefe’s 


knife through the cornea, and ciliary region, into the virtrious, fol- 
lowing the course of the steel as near as possible, and just missing 
the lens. After the hemorrhage had ceased, I gently introduced 
the probe of a Gruning’s magnet, and slowly withdrew it till, upon 
the fifth withdrawal, a small, irregular piece of steel, about half the 
size of the head of a pin, came out adhering to the point of the 
probe. There was but little loss of vitreous, a very small bead only 
following the fourth and fifth withdrawals of the probe. The eye 
was at once firmly bandaged, the patient placed at rest, and the 
case treated as an ordinary traumatism of the ciliary region. 

The pain and inflammation gradually subsided under treatment, 
and the inflammatory exudations were slowly absorbed till his vis- 


ion, at the end of three weeks, was .. Two weeks later vision 
remained the same, but all symptoms had subsided, except a smal} 
band of iritis adhesions in the region of the wound, which left the 
pupil irregular in shape. I have no doubt that, had the magnet 
not been successfully used in this case, an enucleation would have 
been necessary. I expected that a traumatic cataract would be the 
result, but I have not heard that such has been the case. I infer 
that the vision still remains as good, if it has not improved, since 
the acute symptoms passed away. 





ON TAPPING THE PERICARDIUM. 





By Pror. T. GRAINGER STEWART, M. D., F.R.C.P. Ep., F.R.S.E. 
Physician to the Queen in Scotland, Edinburgh. 





[ Dr. Stewart concludes the narrative of a successful case of par- 
acentesis pericardii with the following notice of the published re- 
sults of the operation : | 

It is unnecessary for me to go into the history of it in detail, but 
I may remind you of its introduction by Romero of Barcelona in - 
1819, of its being performed by Schuh in one of Skeda’s cases, of 
Trousseau’s successful performance and warm advocacy of it, and 
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of the valuable evidence in its favor supplied by Dr. Clifford All- 
but, of Leeds. My friend, Dr. Philip, has gone over the literature 
of the subject for me, and has compared the statistical tables pre- 
pared by different writers. Three authorities have collected series 
of cases, namely, Dr. Hindenlang of Freiburg, Dr. Roberts of Phil- 
adelphia, and Dr. Samuel West of London. 

Taking West’s statistics as basis—Successful, 31 ; unsuccessful, 
49—there have to be added from Hindenlang 3 cases, all of which 
were unsuccessful ; and from Roberts 7 cases, of which 3 were 
successful and 4 were unsuccessful ; and from other sources (not 
included in statistics) 7, of which 4 were successful and 3 were 
unsuccessful. Thus, from all sources we have 97 cases ; success- 
ful, 38; unsuccessful, 59. With results such as these, it is clear 
that the operation deserves recognition as justifiable practice in 
certain cases. 

What are indications for its use ? 

1. It should be tried wherever life is imperilled by the copious- 
ness of the effusion. 

2. It should be tried, even if pericarditis be not in itself danger- 
ous, in any case of considerable pericardial effusion in which the 
pulse threatens to fall. Whether it be due to inflammatory or de- 
generative changes in the cardiac muscle, or to general debility 
from severe or prolonged disease. 

It was upon the second rule that I founded my practice in the 
case under consideration. 

What are the best rules for operative procedure ? 

1. Exploratory puncture should be made by means of a Wood’s 
syringe or other fine perforated needle, the needle being cautiously 
introduced at a point where there is absolute dulness and least like- 
lihood of injuring the heart. 

2. If serous fluid be found, the fine needle of an aspirator should 
be introduced at the same point and the fluid drawn off. 

3. If purulent fluid be found, either aspiration, or, what is pro- 
bably better, free incision, should be resorted to and the pus evac- 
uated. The splendid results obtained by the latter plan of treat. 
ment by Dr. West and by Professor Rosenstein, of Leyden, must 
satisfy any one who reads their papers of the value of this method. 

4. As to the quantity to be drawn off, opinions are somewhat 
contradictory. If the fluid be purulent, it is obviously desirable to 
remove the whole of it as speedily as possible; it it is serous, I 
think that this rule does not necessarily hold. While admitting 
that there is plenty of evidence to show that the pericardium may 
be emptied or almost emptied without danger to the patient, it ap- 
pears to me that only a sufficient quantity to give relief should be 
removed. It is a sound principle that in dealing with vital organs 
only the minimum amount of interference required should be had 
recourse to, and especially in cases which threaten failure of pulse 
is this precaution necessary. It is conceivable that the sudden re- 
moval of considerable pressure from the surface of the heart might 
sometimes lead to a fatal syncope, while the removal of a small 
quantity of fluid would involve no such danger. You are familiar 
with the occasional occurrence of syncope when paracentesis of 
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the pleura is being performed, ani] whatever may be the explana- 
tion of this fact, it seems quite as likely to occur in connection with 
the pericardium. I therefore prefer, as at present advised, to draw 
off only a small number of ounces, and, if necessary, to repeat the 
operation, rather than to adopt the method recommended by the 
majority of authorities, and draw off a large quantity at once. 

5- At what point should the puncture be made ? 

It is not very important what point is selected for puncture, so 
long as the operation is performed with caution. Obviously, wound- 


ing the heart is to be carefully avoided, notwithstanding the fact . 


that it has been wounded, and even penetrated, without seriously 
bad effect. I should insist upon the puncture being made where 
there is absolute dulness, and should prefer the fifth interspace as 
much to the left of the sternum as possible. By such a rule we 
most avoid risk of injuring the heart. 

One other point in connection with this case deserves attention, 
namely, the character of the fluid which was drawn off. It was 
markedly bloody, much more so than my experience of post mor- 
tems in cases of the kind had led me to expect. One would not 
be surprised at finding the serum bloody in a case of pericarditis 
associated with purpura or scorbutus, or even in one associated 
with malignant disease, but I was not prepared for the appearance 
of such fluid in this case. Kussmaul, however, has recognised the 
fact that bloody serum is common in pericarditis, and mentions one 
case in which, desiring to tap the pericardium, he got a straw-col- 
ored serum, and, supposing that he had only reached the pleura, 
pushed the needle further in and got the characteristic pericarditic 
fluid. I would, therefore, warn any one who is performing the 
operation that he need not be startled if he find the fluid of a red- 
dish color.—Zdinburgh Medical Fournal, August, 1885. 





JACKETS OF SODIUM SILICATEIN THE TREATMENT 
OF SPINAL DISEASE. 


By S. T. De La Mater, M.D., or FAYETTVILLE, N. Y. 





I have had such satisfactory results from the use of sodium sili- 
cate for jackets in treating spinal disease, curvatures, etc., and the 
comfort to the patient has been so great that I wish to say a tew 
words in its favor to the readers of your valuable journal. Per- 
haps some one may not know of its use in this direction and may 
be anxiously wishing for a substitute for the heavy plaster of Paris, 
let me say to them you have a most desirable one in the silicate, 
and after once using, it will meet your warmest approval. Very 
frequently the potassium silicate is sold you by the druggist for the 
sodium ; do not accept it. You will be disappointed in it every 
time you use it. Insist on having the sodium. Remember its 
color is light amber when pure and the consistency of syrup, while 
the potassium is pale white. 

Its superiority over plaster is in its being more cleanly, lighter, 
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requiring only a few layers to obtain the desired support, and 
hardens quickly. It requires a little more dexterity it its applica- 
tion, but after a little practice you will be able to handle it easily 
and "quickly. In using it for the jacket in spinal disease, I first fit 
the under shirt snugly to the person—: very necessary point; then 
cover with one layer of cotton wadding; over this I usually roll 
one layer of plaster; this gives you a good foundation for the sili- 
cate, then cutting my strips of cheese cloth one yard long, 2% 
inches wide, I roll them on, moistening them with the silicate as I 
proceed. Afterward, with the hand or brush, entirely covering 
the surface with the silicate. Three or four layers of the cloth 
will be sufficient for a jacket on a child, and this will not weigh 
more than six or eight ounces, while with the plaster it would be 
several pounds. 

In one hour you will find the surface hard and firm, ready to be 
trimmed, and the patients will tell you how very comfortable they 
feel, scarcely realizing they have any dressing on. When carefully 
fitted and trimmed there is no discomfort , rather a feeling of secu- 
curity, which is always grateful in spinal diseases, and there being 
so little thickness to the dressing, there will be no necessity for 
changing the clothing ; a very satisfactory matter in many cases. 

To more fully illustrate the advantages of this dressing, let me 
speak of an interesting case now under observation. 

A little boy now 4 years of age, while being drawn in a cart, 
was thrown violently backwards upon his shoulder and back. 
This occurred over one year ago. The usual symptoms ot Pott’s 
disease developed, and the family doctor, a fair surgeon, applied a 
plaster jacket. Not having had much experience, he made the 


- first one too short, reaching only to the short ribs. This, after 


wearing two weeks with great discomfort, was taken off and an- 
other one, larger and fitting perfectly, applied. This, after wear- 
ing a short time, had to be removed on account of its weight. At 
no time could the little fellow stand on his feet but a few hours, 
and not then without the support of a chair or something to lean 
against. The parents had about given up all hope of ever bene- 
fitting him with a jacket. 

When brought to my office, three months ago, he was walking 
with his hands upon his knees, not being able to straighten up 
even with suppoit but for a few minutes. A very prominent 
knuckle had formed in the dorsal region, and the chest wall upon 
the left side was badly depressed, and the heart showed the effect 
of compression by the ribs. He was rapidly losing flesh; was. 
pale and countenance pinched. His rapid and oppressed breath- 
ing was painful to hear; appetite gone; constipated ; and sleep 
was fitful, broken by dreams and startings. I applied a silicate 
jacket at once, using for suspenion a swing which was designed 
by Dr. Squire, of New York, and of which I will speak more fully 
later. I used the same methods of applying the silicate spoken of, 
and after trimming and fitting it to his body, set him on his feet 
and told him to go. He did so at once, running around the room, 


laughing and playing, and from that day to this he has been like 


other children, going to school and church—plays out of doors at 
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all times, and the mother tells me he eats and sleeps like any child 
in perfect health. His red cheeks and plump limbs tell the best 
story. 

I always put my patients with spinal disease immediately upon 
Hydroleine, and the good effect is seen at once in their rapid in- 
crease in flesh, and children begin to grow in height as well. This 
little fellow, just spoken of, has grown in three months two and a 
half inches. 

Now, I wish to say a few words about the swing spoken of ; 
not only its use for applying the jacket, but its daily use for ex- 
tension afterward. No good result can be expected unless the 
after treatment by daily use of some mode of extension can be 
employed, and how will you obtain this with children? The self- 
extension swing J haye spoken of is par excellence for this pur- 
pose, and no matter how poor the patient may be, they can have 
one at a cost not to exceed one dollar. 

I have had the swing, with all the parts in position as it appears 
ready for use, photographed so that any person can make one from 
seeing the photograph. This photograph will be sent to any one 
who desires it for twenty-five cents. Those having had much 
experience in the treatment of spinal curvatures know how diffi- 
cult it is to get their patients to come daily for extension, and the 
cost of a tripod, too, is large. Now; for one dollar, every patient 
can have an extension swing, and in their own homes, where it can 
be easily hung in a doorway and taken down when not in use.— 
New England Medical Monthly. 





DIAGNOSIS OF INFANTILE DISEASES. 





By BenjAMin A. Brapvey, M. D., Crncinnat1, OHIO. 





Congestion of the cheeks of an infant (except in cachetic and 
prostrated states of the system) denotes febrile or inflammatory 
diseases. ~ 

Transient circumscribed congestion of the face, ears, forehead, 
strabismus (with febrile reaction), oscillation of iris, irregularity 
of the pupil, dropping of the upper lids, denotes cerebral disease. 

Rapid wasting of the features, causing suborbital depressions 
with prominence and pointedness of the cheek bones, denotes 
diarrheal affections. 

Great emaciation occurring gradually, denotes subacute or 
chronic troubles of grave character. 

Downward direction of the axis of the eyes, with smallness of 
the face and great expansion of the cranium, denotes chronic hy- 
drocephalus. 

Enlargement of the spongy portion of the bones denotes rha- 
chitis. 

Bulbous enlargement of the fingers and curving of the finger 
nails denotes cyanosis. 

A thick meibomian secretion of a puriform appearance between 
the eye-lids denotes a state of great depression. 
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Passive congestion of the vessels of the conjunctiva denotes the 
near approach of death. 

Protracted lividity, and lividity produced by exertion or excite- 
ment while the respiration ig normal, denotes malformatiom of the 
heart or vessels. 

Temporary lividity denotes severe acute diseases. 

Absence of tears in infants, four or even over four months old, 
denotes a fatal form of disease. 

Sharp piercing cry denotes severe cerebro-spinal diseases. 


Irregular muscular movements, partially controlled by the will 
during consciousness, denotes choera. 

Contraction of the eyebrows, turning eyes and head from light, 
denotes headache. 

Carrying the hand to the ear, laying the head against the breast 
of the mother or nurse, denotes earache. 

Carrying the fingers to the mouth with fretfulness, denotes some 
disease of the larynx. 

Rubbing or pressing the nose, denotes worms or some other in- 
testinal disease. “ibis 

Moving from side to side denotes some obstructive disease of 
the larynx. 

Hoarse or indistinct voice denotes laryngitis. 


Feeble or plaintive voice denotes disease of the abdominal or- 
gans. 

Perfect quietude, sunken features, much changed by smilling or 
crying, denotes exhausting diarrhoeal affections. 

Respirations slow, intermittent and accompanied by sighing, 
denotes cerebral disease. : 

Respirations slight and accelerated denotes inflammatory diseases 
of the larynx and trachea. 

Respirations intermittent and accelerated, more than in other 
diseases, denotes capillary bronchitis. 

Cough loud and sonorous denotes spasmodic croup. 

Cough hoarse and harsh denotes true croup. 

Cough clear and distinct denotes brenchitis. 

Cough surpressed and painful denotes pneumonia and pleurisy. 

Cough convulsive denotes whooping cough. 

Cpugh dry and painless, as sometimes found in typhoid and in- 
termittent fevers, difficut dentition, and worms; occuring in such 
diseases, it is sometimes dependent on more or less bronchitis to 
which the primary disease has given rise.—JZedical Call. 





The Administration of Urethane.—At a recent meeting of 
the Paris Societie de therapeutique (“ Progr. med.,” Feb. 6, 1886,) 
M. Huchard stated that the new hypnotic, urethane, given in doses 
of from 45 to 50 grains, dissolved in water, would produce a quiet 
sleep lasting six or eight hours. For children he recommended a 
solution of 3 grains of uerthane in 5 drachms of a mixture of 
orange-flower water, syrup, and distilled water—to be taken in the 
course of two days. 
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CALCIUM HIPPURATE IN DYSPEPSIA, DIA- 
BETES, ETC. 


* 

The hippurate is especially useful in inflammatory dyspepsias, 
either gastric or intestinal, with flatulence, vertigo, and migraine. 
As a tonic to the digestive organs, it is far superior to any of the 
vegetable remedies. It is indicated not only where the gastric 
secretion is more abundant than normal, but also, where it is di- 
minished in quantity. Far from pioducing constipation, the hip- 
purate hastens alvine evacuations and, alone, is sufficient to com- 
bat the stubborn constipation that accompanies certain dyspepsias. 
Inversely, it controls diarrhea due to indigestion ; and is especially 
advantageous in gouty subjects and lymphatic individuals. A cir- 
cumstance worthy of remark here, is that both the gouty and the: 
lymphatic excrete an excess of uric acid and the urates, and some- 
times, a superabundance of the phosphates. 

Scrofulides of the mucous membranes are also successfully 
treated by the hippurate. It acts admirably, too, in gastro-intestinak 
acidity, and by its corrective action on the function of the liver, 
aids materially in diminishing the amount of sugar excreted in di- 
abetes. 

Gouty RHETMATISM, Gout, Etc. 

It is generally admitted that in gouty rheumatism, the urine con- 
tains an excess of uric acid. In ratchism, osteomalachia and in 
certain cases of non-uniting fractures, the urine is habitually too 
rich in nitrates and phosphates. In fine, lime and the phosphates 
appear to be needed by children who suffer from slow dentition. 
In all these cases, then, the hippurate of lime is a very useful rem- 
edy. Instead of administering it alone, however, it may be aided 
by small doses of phosphate of soda at meal times. 

The following is Poulet’s formula for “syrup of hippurate of 


lime: ” 


i, RRs WEIR, TED... 5.2» ss Ke rnnccvnes 100. grammes, 
Milk of lime (whiting size)....q. s. to produce an 
alkaline reaction, 
Hot water...... Seedint gl psvaveo awk anne aes 
DE eee heme sass ings e ss pewsmhae ...2400 grammes, 
ee OT COMIN... os cc de veges . 15 grammes. 


Dissolve the hippuric acid in a portion of the hot water (80° 
centig.), and stir in the whiting size (azz de chaux) gradually until 
litmus paper gives us an alkaline reaction. To do this properly 
requires at least a quarter of an hour’s work. Then add the rest 
and place over a slow fire, etc. Dose: A tablespoonful three or 


four times a day.—/nvestigator. 


Granulations.—Germicide: For granulations, swellings, bua- 
boes, erysipelas the following is of great utility: Iodide of am- 
monia, 2 drachms; iodide of cadimum, bromide of cadimum, of 
each half a drachm; ozone ointment, from a half to one ounce. 
Mix. Apply three times a day with a camel’s hair brush. 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 


Napthalin in Diarrhoea and Typhoid Fever.—(New York 
Medical Record) Attention was first strongly called to the drug 
by Professor Rossbach, of Sena, who at the Congress for Internal 
Medicine of 1884, strongly recommended it in disorders of the in- 
testine. In chronic diarrhoea and dysentery, with or without ulcer- 
ations, Rossbach found napthaline very efficient. He gave it in 
doses of gr. ii to gr. x. t. i. d., increasing this sometimes to daily 
doses of 5 grammes. His prescription for an adult is : 





R. Naphthz puriss,)’ 
Sacchar. alb., Dis cusw ress das becant 5.00 grammes, 
RFU NOE sis nek ca necgcendneshnewes 0.03 grammes. 


M. Sig. Pulv., div. in chart No. xx. Sig. 5 to 20 daily, 


The administration of napthalin causes the feces to be perfectly 
disinfected and odorless. Its action in cases of chronic diarrhea 
is rapid, and most cases, if uncomplicated, are cured in from five 
to fifteen days. Dr. G. V. Liebig, of Reichenhall, subsequently 
reported a good result from enemata of napthalin in a case of 
dysentery (Bayr. arztl., Intell. Bl xxxi. 29, 1884.) 

Several observers have found that naphthalin given in large 
doses will, at times, cause a slight bladder catarrh, burning urine, 
and even strangury, but Rossbach contends that these accidents 
can be avoided by beginning with small doses and gradually in- 
creasing them. 

It is in connection with typhoid fever that the claims for naph- 
thalin are greatest. Rossbach and his assistant. Dr. Gotze, believe 
that it has the power of shortening the course of this disease, 
lowering the temperature, and, if given early, of even aborting an 
attack. the Therapeutic Gazette gives the following account of 
Gotze’s observations, made upon twenty-five cases: 

“All cases, with the. exception of three, were uninterruptedly 
treated with naphthaline during the entire typhid process, all other 
medication being excluded. The administration dose was 1 gram- 
me, (15 grains) and 5 to 7 grammes fro die. (The drug used was, 
according to Rossbach’s recommendation, always the purissimum 
resublimatum, with the oil of bergamot.) In the course of the 
disease all patients had used over 70 grammes (24 ounces), some 
even as much as 150 grammes (44 ounces). 

’* Untoward secondary effect was noted only in a single case, in 
which toxic symptoms, marked by cerebral functional depression, 
set in. The general course of all cases was exceptionally favora- 
ble, and the benign character of the intestinal symptoms very pro- 
nounced. In three cases an actual abortion of the affection ap- 
peared unquestionable ; other cases coming under treatment early 
terminated in six to ten days, in others the fever did not last beyond 
sixteen days; while in another series the duration of the disease 
was not shortened at all, though the period of thermal elevation 


was sensibly shortened. Three cases perished from grave com- 
2 
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plication, though not from the typhoid process itself. Of consid- 
erable interest are the comparative trials with antipyrine and 
naphthalin. Repeated observations convinced Gotze that 
naphthalin promptly reduce the febrile temperature in. cases in 
which antipyrine (given in antifebrile does) proved useless.” 


Carbolic Acid for Phthisis.—Dr. Filleau (Buffalo Medical 
Journal) says: Being a firm believer in the parasitic origin of 
phthisisyhe searched for an antiseptic or germicide which could 
be injected into the blood without harm to the patient. Iodoform 
was tried, and failed. But chemically pure carbolic acid seemed 
to answer all requirements. It is easily mixable with water, 
can be injected without pain, and never causes abscess or phleg- 
mosis. Moreover, it has been demonstrated by Paul Bert that 
carbolic acid is eliminated by the lungs as well as by the kidneys, 
thus reaching the favorite seat of the bacilli, and acting like an 
antiseptic lotion. It was further observed that the bacillus tuber- 
culosis was quickly destroyed by very weak solutions of this anti- 


septic. 
The formula for the preparation of Dr. Filleau’s solution is : 
es EG Gs oe ch PS ve the bpinwense sabe I pt, 
IM hyd irs nah vax Gs st aan bo oe 4 pts, 
SS Pe ee Ey oe Oe 94 pts. 


M. Sig.—100 minims once a day, or every other day, accord- 
ing to the case. 

The carbolic acid must be perfectly pure. That having a rose 
color should never be employed. The treatment should be con- 
tinued persistently unless symptoms of intoxication appear, in 
which case the medication should be dropped. 

Dr, Filleau, has employed this treatment with very satisfactory 
results for two years. Several of his patients have been exhibited 
at the Hospital Cochin to the profession. He summarizes his 
theory and treatment as foliows: 

1. The parasitic origin of tuberculosis being admitted, carbolic 
acid, c. p., must be considered the best antiseptic to be employed 
in the treatment of tubercular diseases. 

2. Carbolic acid is the only germicide which can be administered 
subcutaneously for a long time without danger. 

3. The safety and toleration of carbolic acid given hypodermic- 
ally have been thoroughly demonstrated. 

4. By means of this treatment, the general condition of the pa- 
tient is rapidly improved, and the local lesions are favorably modi- 
fied. 

5. The treatment in every case should be persistently carried 
out. 


Dr. K. I. Graves, in the Chicago Medical Times, writes: I 
have found that bathing the gums at intervals of half an hour with 
a four per cent. solution of cocaine served to arrest diarrhea in 
children in whom this symptom was evidently due to irritation 
from teething. 


—_ 
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Treatment of Pneumonia.—A writer in Medical World says: 
I have had a good many practical hints from your valuable journal, 
and think it not amniss to exchange thoughts with my medical 
brethren ; and as pneumonia is a prevalent disease at this season 
of the year throughout the country, and often fatal, I will give the 
treatment which I have found eminently successful, having rarely 
lost a case for some years past. 

If called in the early stages, 1 at once commence with the tincture 
of veratrum viride or aconite, from 1 to 3 drops every hour, until 
temperature is reduced and pulse brought near the normal standard, 
and in this malarious district, a 10 grain dose of calomel with 4 
grain of podophillin. This also keeps down the temperature. In 
a day or two I commence with my chloride of ammonia mixture, 
which is as follows: 


R. Ammon. muriat....... ph aares aWete ROO re TO ee 3 ij, 
Potass. chlorat..... joeees error ere rer er sy 3); 
MINS 64 ou vais ihaee sR cess kava Cee eE Hina 3): 
Chloroformi....... eden ntasesekinede pnp eien sll 
ce seaptthe ce, ceipicie, CRE EE CET Tee eee 3 iv, 
Puly. ext. glycyrrize........... rete analenes eae Si} 


Mix. Sig. Tablespoonful every hour or two. 

In this I sometimes add carb. ammonia. Here we have a de- 
‘fibrinating antiphlogistic and resolvent in the ammonia, a refriger- 
ant and alterative to the mucous membranes, and at the same time 
organizing agent to the partially discarbonized blood in the chlorate 
of potassium ; in the senege and licorice an expectorant and de- 
mulcent, and at the same time a nervous sedative ; the chloroform 
checks the cough and quiets the system. This mixture I continue 
throughout, giving milk toddy as occasion requires. Locally I use 
hot mush poultices to the affected side in the beginning, followed 
in a day or two with a large blister. I also manage to get from 
12 to 14 grains of quinine into the patient during the remission 
that generally occurs at morning. If called several days after the 
attack, [ commence with the ammonium mixture at once. 

The above treatment will cure nine-tenths of the éases. Of 
course I vary the treatment according to the condition of the pa- 
tient, idiosyncrasies and complications. No one prescription can 
be ifvariably followed ; we cannot practice physic successfully by 
prescriptions from books in all cases, but must be varied accord- 
ing to the judgment of the practitioner. Ergot has been highly 
lauded, and I think it very useful in congestion of the lungs; but 
it cannot take the place of othe: remedies in active inflammation 
of these organs. 


For Dyspepsia.—Medical World: Five to 10 minims of gly- 
cerine of carbolic acid in a little water, after meals, is an admirable 
remedy for dyspepsia, and for the impaired digestion of tea-drinkers 
and tobacco chewers. Especially is this useful (in smaller doses) 
in the dyspepsia of children, associated with the presence of 
worms in the alimer.taty canal. Glycerine is in itself an anthel- 
mintic of much power. 


. 
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Infection by Catgut Sutures.—(iIndiana Medical Journal) Im 
a paper recently read before the Medical Society of the County 
of Kings, N. Y., and published in the N. Y. Medical Journal of 
Feb. 27, 1886, Dr. F. W. Wunderlich calls attention to the danger 
of infection by catgut sutures, which has not hitherto received the- 
attention it deserves. The doctor related a case in point of carci- 
noma of the left breast,in which amputation was performed. The 
greater part of the sutures of black iron-dyed silk, and, for com-. 
SeiegeD the inner part of the wound with eight catgut sutures. 

‘our days afterward the dressing was removed because the patient 
complained of pain in the wound. The portion of the wound 
sutured with silk looked well, but around each catgut suture the: 
skin was red and the epidermis was raised to a small vesicle filled. 
with purulent serum. An attempt was made to remove the cat- 
gut sutures, but they tore, and the part imbedded in the tissues re- 
mained. Apparently there was no union along the entire line of 
incision. The ulceration extended quite rapidly around each cat- 
gut suture, the epidermis being raised first by purulent serum and 
the skin destroyed subsequently. The destructive action continued: 
until a series of conical depressions were formed, that finally 
blended together, and led to the destruction of the greater portion. 
of flaps where they had been sutured with silk healed by first in- 
tention. After elimination of the infective material, the portion 
sutured with catgut healed slowly by granulation. The catgut 
was manufactured in England, prepared by Mr. Lister’s method, 
and kept in carbolized oil. Dr. Wunderlich believes that the only 
cause of the destruction of a portion of the flaps was infectious: 
material contained in the catgut. He refers to a case reported by 
Prof. Sweifel, of Erlangen, in 1879, in which catgut was used to 
occlude a small fistula. Pyemia developed and the patient died. 
No other course of infection could be detected. 


Mother’s Mark.—Dr. Amundson says (in Medical Age): We 
all hear of, read about, and even sometimes see children marked 
by their mothers. While some of these cases are not well-marked, 
here is a well-marked case, or badly-marked-—just as the reader 
takes it: 

Mrs. B. D., living near k., Minn., while between four and five 
months pregnant, saw a (log attack a pig in the yard, the dog tear- 
' ing off completely the pig’s left ear. Four months later Mrs. B.. 
gave birth to a daughter, now fourteen years old and presenting 
the following anomalies of the left side of the face: Complete 
absence of lobe of the ear, there being only a small mole posterior 
to meatus ; meatus normal and hearing good. Complete paralysis 
of facialis sinister, with, of course, the usual symptoms. Complete 
paralysis of abducens oculi, hence permanent inward strabismus. 
The part of cornea not covered by eyelid during sleep, the seat of 
keratitis. Speech normal. 


Strength of Carbolie Acid Solution for Injection into 
Hemorrhoids.—Dr. Kelsey (in N. Y. Medical Journal) writes: 
The strength of the solution must be regulated by the nature of 
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the case, and in my own practice varies from 5 per cent. to the 
pure crystalized acid. In a large, vascular, prolapsing tumor, 
which is well defined and somewhat pedunculated, 5 drops of pure 
acid may be used with the expectation of producing a circum- 
‘scribed slough, which will result in a radical cure. A 33 per cent. 
solution under the same conditions will probably produce consol- 
idation and shrinkage without a slough, but the injections will 
hhave to be repeated several times. A small tumor which protrudes 
but slightly, is not pedunculated, and can be seen and felt as a 
mere prominence on the mucous membrane, may be cured by a 
‘single injection of a 5 per cent. solution, which will cause it to be- 
come hard and decidedly reduce its size, while an injection of a 
50 per cent. solution might make considerable trouble, the remedy 
‘being too powerful for the disease. Guided by this principle, 
some experience will soon determine the choice of the solution. 
There is no arbitrary rule which can be applied toevery case. As 
in any other surgical operation, some cases will be more satisfac- 
‘tory than others, and an occasional accident must be expected; but, 
on the whole, it seems to be the best method of treatment yet de- 


wised. 


Induction of Premature Labor.—( Indianapolis Med. Journal) 
Dr. T. J. Gaillard Thomas, in a lecture published in the Physician 
-and Surgeon, recommends the following method for the induction 
of premature labor. The patient is placed across the bed, with 
‘the buttocks resting near the edge, and under her is arranged a 
large piece of rubber oil-cloth in such a way as to drain into a tub 
on the floor, in which is one or two gallons water at a temperature 
of 98° F. The knees of the patient being properly supported, a 
‘syringe with a nozzle is carried as far into the cervical canal as it 
will go, and a steady stream of water is directed against the mem- 
‘branes. When dilatation to the extent of a half dollar is com- 
pleted, which will be in the course of ten minutes, a gum catheter 
is inserted between the membranes and uterine walls, the patient 
is put to bed, and the labor allowed to proceed naturally. Dr. 

. Thomas says this operation constitutes one of the greatest advances 
‘that has ever been made in the obstetric art, and that it is no 
mean triumph to be able thus to preserve a human life, which, 
without its aid, would have been inevitably lost. He says he can 
‘point to two dozen children in New York City whose lives were 
‘saved by this operation. 


A Strong Argument in Favor of Vaccination.—A writer (in 
Medical Record) says: Among the many queries which the present 
extensive revival of vaccination has raised, is the one relating to 
‘the effect of vaccination upon one who has already had small-pox 
-or varioloid. We have been somewhat surprised to find that vac- 
-cination “takes” with those who have had small- pox, two or three 
‘such cases having come under his notice. Upon inquiring of a 
physician, whose position at the Board of Health has given him a 
wide opportunity for observation, he assured us without hestita- 
tion, that after small-pox vaccination will take always, and in the 
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primary form. Moreover, that vaccination is a surer safeguard 
from sinall-pox than the small-pox itself, for he knew of instances. 
where unvaccinated individuals had had the disease two or three 
times. This information is, therefore, of great importance, for 
most people who have had small- pox feel they are sealed with an 
immunity greater than a life time of continued vaccination could. 
purchase for them. 


Stomatitis Materna, or Nurses Sore Mouth.—Dr. C. B. 
Johnson (in Practitioner and News) concludes an article on the 
‘subject as follows : 

1. It is a disease to which certain nursing or pregnant women: 
are subject. 

2. It is probably true that the disease has been comparatively 
infrequent of late years. 

3. It is positively true that there has been nothing, or next to 
nothing. in the medical literature of the past twenty years upon 
the subject. 

4. In consequence of this many medical men of ten, fifteen, or 
twenty years’ experience are not cognizant of ever having seen a 
case—would, perhaps, not recognize one if met. 

5. Of the real nature of the disease, nothing is known, even by 
those who have made it a'special study, except that it is a peculiar 
cachexia to which certain pregnant or nursing women are obnox- 
ious. 

6. The alimentary canal is the favorite seat of the disease ; but,. 
should any nursing or pregnant female suffer from obscure trouble: 
about the lungs, nose, head, or ears, the possibility of ‘ stomatitis. 
materna” acting as the underlying cause should be carefully con- 
sidered. 

7. When the disorder attends lactation, the remedy above alk 
others is suppression of the secretion of milk. 

8. When pregnancy is complicated hy the disease, cases of such 
grave character may come up even to justify bringing on prema-. 
ture labors. 


Opium in Infantile Diarrhcea.—At a recent discussion on in-- 
fantile diarrhea by the Glascow Medical Society (*‘Glascow Med. 
Jour.,” Feb., 1886,) Dr. Duncan said that it required experience to. 
give opiates to children, even in small doses; he preferred the liquid 
form on account of the equable diffusion of the opium. and he 
used the tincture, a drop for each year of the child’s age. Even 
at that it had to be watched carefuily. 


The Pharmaceutical and Therapeutic Use of Algin.—- 
(Physician and Surgeon, January, 1886) Mr. Watson Smith calls 
the attention of pharmacists and physicians to a new product, 
algin, discovered by Stanford. It is a residue product of the wet: 
way of obtaining iodine from certain marine alge, being a nitro 
genous principle, closely resembling albumen except in not being 
coagulated by heat. It forms perfectly definite alginates with 
metals. The alkaline alginates are soluble, but the others are in- 
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soluble. The double alginates are easy of preparation, and almost 
all of them are soluble. Besides possessing many curious chemi- 
cal properties, giving promise of extensive applicability in phar- 
maceutical and other processes, algin has a notable alimentary 
value, and may be a:Jvantageously substituted for gum arabic in the 
preparation of a great number of dietetic and medicinal products. 


Placenta Przvia.—A writer (in lowa Medical Reporter) re- 
ports three cases of placenta Pevia as follows: The first occurred 
in early medical life, and its remembrance is vivid yet. The lady 
was a robust American, twenty-four years of age, enceinte with 
her first child. Repeated and profuse hemmorrhages gave un- 
questionable notice of its presence and danger. The case went 
to term. Living near, I saw the patient within ten minutes after 
labor commenced, and found her deluged in blood. Without a 
moment’s delay, I introduced my hand, rapidly tore away the pla- 
centa and removed it—possibly a questionable procedure ; then 
grasped the feet, turned the child, and delivered the mother of a 
fine boy, now a prosperous farmer in California. 

My second and third cases resemble my first, except that in the 
second I tore an opening in the placenta, through which I intro- 
duced my hand, seized the feet, turned and delivered as in case No. 
1; while in the third I succeeded in removing the placenta at its 
edge. Folding it back, but failing to bring the head torward to 
check the hemmorrhage, I introduced my hand, seized the feet, 
turned and delivered as in other cases. I cannot but congratulate 
myself that I have never lost either mother or child in placenta 
previa simple ; a result, in my opinion, of rapid work. Such ob- 
stetrics may smack of butchery, yet, life has been the happy re- 
sult. Nor can I banish a suspicion that many valuable lives have“ 
been sacrificed by thetimid accoucheur. These cases are, of course, 
extreme ones, where delay indicated immediate death. When 
delay appeared safe, my course has always been, cail an assitant 
when practicable, administer an anesthetic, and proceed to dilate 
and deliver in a manner more secundum artem, perhaps. 


The Use of Antipyrine During Pregnancy.—(New York 
Medical Record) Professor Chiara (Ann. di ostet.”; “ Repert 
univers. d’obstet. et de gynec.,” Jan. 10-25, 1886) draws the follow- 
ing conclusions from his use of antipyrine in the cases of twelve 
pregnant women, five of whom had gone to term: t. In thera- 
peutic doses it has no particular oxytocic action. 2. Pregnancy, 
whether normal or pathological, does not modify its action. 3. It 
may be used with perfect safety as an antipyretic during pregnancy. 
4. Like other antipyretics, it may tend to prevent abortion, an exces- 
sively high temperature being a frequent cause of that accident. 


For Inflamed Prostate.—(Medical World) Acute inflamma- 
tion and enlargement of the prostate is much relieved by the con- 
tinued application of hot water to the perineum, and its injection 
into the rectum, giving directions for its retention. The pain often 
subsides in a very short time, and micturation becomes easier. 
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Phenic Acid in Intermittent Fever.—(Therapeu. Gazette) 
Having once heard of the advantages of phenic acid in refractory 
cases of malaria, Dr. Narich resolved to try this drug hypoderm- 
ically. He dissolved 7 grains of the crytals in two fluidounces of 
water, and injected a small quantity in the right arm. There ap- 
peared redness, with elevation, and a somewhat erysipelatous ap- 
pearance round the point of injection, but disappeared soon after. 
A second injection was followed by rather a painful induration 
which lasted four days. His mode of injection was as follows: 
On the first Cay he injected one syringeful. On the four succeed- 
ing days six syringes daily: three in the morning and three at 
night. All in all, thirty-three injections were made. On the fifth 
day the patient complained of malaise, which increased on the 
following day, and forced the physician to discontinue the injec- 
tion on the seventh day. Since the twentieth injection, however, 
up to date of the publication, for an interval of nine months, the 
patient has had no more paroxysms. 

Although the successful employment in a single case of a certain 
drug does not suffice to establish its virtues, the phenic acid in- 
jections should be borne in mind by those practitioners who have 
to deal with some very refractory cases of malaria, in which the 
usual medication has failed. 


Atropine to Prevent Shock After Operation.—Dr. Stim- 
son stated in N. Y. Medical and Surgical Society that he has been 
in the habit, in cases which were to undergo grave operations, of 
employing a small quantity of atropine hypodermically just before 
beginning the operation. He was led to this use of atropine by 
knowledge of the fact established by physiologists that it would 

*prevent the inhibitory action upon the heart of efferent pneumo- 
gastric currents excited by irritation of important sensory nerves. 
He has tried it in a number of cases in amounts varying from 1-64 
to 1-96 of a grain and he believes it has directly contributed to 
the success of the operations. : 

Dr. Stimson found it difficult to speak with precision on such a 
point, because of the lack of positive evidence, but he could say 
that patients thus treated had left the table with a better pulse and 
less collapse or shock, than those who had not been protected by 
the use of atropine. 


Pilocarpin in Pneumonia.—( Medical and Surgical Reporter) 
The Paris correspondent of the British Medical Journal tells us 
that Dr. Humbert Molliere has successfully treated double pneu- 
monia with pilocarpin; the patient, exhausted by dysentery and 
albuminuria, was attacked in both lungs, and the intestinal dis- 
turbance was greatly aggravated. A centigramme of pilocapin 
was injected ; the respiratory movements fell from forty-eight a 
minute to twenty-four, and dyspnea was much relieved ; four 
hours later, a fresh injection was made, and was repeated the next 
morning ; each injection was followed by profuse sweats and sali- 
vation, and dyspnea was greatly relieved. The patient rapidly 
recovered. In administering pilocarpin, M. Molliere was guided 
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by former experience. An elderly man with uremia accompanied 
with dyspnoea and delirium, who seemed dying, was greatly re- 
lieved, and ultimately cured by a similar treatment. Dr. Molliere 
describes another case. A young woman with a comatose form 
of uremia and renal lesion, following a cardiac affection, was freed 
from the comatose condition by injections of pilocarpin. 


Use of Sulphur in the Treatment of Chronic Dysentery.— 
(New York Medical Journal) Schmitjan (quoted in Union Medi- 
cale, January 17, 1886) begins the treatment of subacute and 
chronic dysentery with an emetic of ipecac, and then gives, every 
three hours a teaspoonful of this powder : 


R. Sublimed and washed sulphur, r vor 
Powdered fennel seed, <a ae ace Sei =? 
Powdered sugar, 


, ARNE OAL TEM 2 parts. 
Powdered gum arabic, g* ] 


The sulphur, he says, acts in the same way as saline puragtives 
and calomel act; moreover, it may have peculiar topical action 
upon the inflamed and ulcerated mucous membrane, comparable 
to that of the sulphurous waters, purging on the one hand, and 
having an antiseptic and healing effect on the other. 


Enuresis Nocturna.—Dr. Kelp (Medicinsche Central-Zeitung) 
has used hypodermic injections of strychn. nitr. in very intractable 
cases of enuresis with the best results. He injects about 1-100 to 
1-75 gr. into the sacral region, and repeats as soon as it becomes 
necessary. In many cases in which the unfortunate sufferers were 
troubled night after night for a long time, the disease was arrested 
after one injection for some days, when it reappeared, and required 
another injection, with still better result. He does not exactly state 
how many injections he made in the various cases, but remarks 
that he invariably cured the patients with this treatment in a short 
time. His last case reported was a girl of eighteen years, who had 
been sick with scarlatina about three months before she came un- 
der his care; she had suffered with nocturnal enuresis since she 
recovered from her sickness, in spite of the best care, tonics, and 
the avoidance of all sorts of drinks at night, and with the precau- 
tion of urinating before going to bed. After the first injection of 
t-75 gr. she slept without any disturbance for four nights ; on the 
fifth night she wet herself again, after which injections were re- 
peated every few days, and she was soon relieved entirely of this 
loathsome disease. 


Water for Infants.—A physician of the New York Medical 
Nursery and Child’s Hospital, (N. Y. Medical Times) believes, 
from his practice, that infants generally, whether brought up at the 
breast, or artificially, are not supplied with sufficient water, the 
fluid portion of their food being quickly taken up, leaving the solid 
too thick to be easily digested. In warm, dry weather healthy 
babies will take water every hour with advantage, and their fre- 
quent fretfulness and rise of temperature is’ often directly due to 
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their not having it. A free supply of water, and restricting the 
frequency of nursing has been found in the nurserv to be a most 
effectual check in cases of incipient fever, a diminished rate of 
mortality and marked reduction in the number of gastric and in- 
testinal complaints being attributed to this cause. In teeth-cutting, 
water soothes the gums and frequently stops the fretting and rest- 
lessness universal in children at this period. 


A New National Association of Physicians (announced 
in New York Medical Record) has been decided upon on the 
following basis : . 

1. To torm an association of physicians and pathologists, of 
which the number of members shall be limited to one hundred. 

2. To hold an annual meeting in the month of June in the city 
of Washington. 

3. To hold the first meeting on Tuesday and Friday, the 16th 
and 17th of June, 1886, under the presidency of Dr. Francis Dela- 
field, of New York. ° 

The following are the names of the committee who are to select 
and notify the parties to be invited to join: Francis Minot, Boston, 
Chairman of the Committee; William H. Draper. New York City; 
William Pepper, Philadelphia; R. Palmer Howard, Montreal, 
Canada; Alfred L. Loomis, New York, City: William H. Welch, 
Baltimore, Maryland; Francis Delafieid, New York City; James 
Tyson, 1506 Spruce street, Philadelphia, Secretary. 


Manaca in Muscular Rheumatism.—Exchange: Inasmuch 
as I can not be with you, I have determined to contribute a short 
dissertation on the Use of Manaca in Muscular Rheumatism. My 
experience with this drug has been solely in the form of fluid ex- 
tract, and is mostly a personal testing, confirmed by observation of 
its effects on others. 

Given, a case of rheumatism with soft skin and absence of fever- 
ish symptoms, affecting more especially the muscles, including 
their tendons, perhaps occasionally affecting the joints; the pain 
being dull and heavy, but continuous. 


Fe NN ia caw iE cose dS e ctiasiveeicns + 3] to jss, 


Teaspoonful three times a day will give quicker relief than any 
remedy that I know of. 

I can find no positive symptom of its action save that the pain 
gradually fades out, and that the parts affected gradually assume 
their natural suppleness and strength. 

” 


Tests for Albumen.—The New York Medical Times says: 
Our own observations coincide with those of Dr. Harris in use of 
the heat test for albumen, it being quite as satisfactory as any other 
and used with much less trouble. The urine, however, must be 
just acid enough. If it is alkakine it must be acidulated before 
boiling with a little acetic acid, being careful not to add too much 
acid, 





pes, 
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The Interval between Marriage (British Medical Journal, 
1883) and the birth of the first child, is given in over 6,000 cases 
in a table prepared by Ansell. This gives a mean interval of nearly 
sixteen months. The majority are born before the close of the first 
year, nearly seven-eighths before the close of the second year. In , 
421 cases the first child was born after three years of married life, 
and before the fourth year was completed, while in the years after 
the fourth there were only 222 taken altogether. From these data 
and similar results in other tables, Dr. J. Matthew Duncan con- 
cludes that married women delaying the commencement of fertil- 
ity beyond six months, are already exhibiting a degree of relative 
sterility, and, that when a married woman remains until the end 
of the fourth year without conceiving, the probabilities are strong 
that she will prove absolutely sterile. ; 


Sulphate of Aniline for Epilepsy.—We have prescribed 
sulphate of analine in some cases of epilepsey and infantile con- 
vulsions, with sufficient benefit to encourage a further trial of this 
little-used salt. The dose for infants and children under ten years 
was one grain dissolved in water, with a few drops of diluted sul- 
phuric acid, administered twice or three timesaday. Two grains 
were given to adults. It had no ill effects in these quantities. 
Sulphate of aniline is a salt of a light grey color, which deepens 
under the influence of light. It gives a “tarry” odor of coal to 
the excretions, being itself a product of the distillation of coal. 
It was formerly employed in the treatment of chorea and some 
obscure nervous affections, but fell into disuetude. It dilates the 
pupil. It is soluble in ether, alcohol, and in fixed and volatile oils, 
and sparingly in water—2 xchange. 


Lanolin, or Wool Fat.—(Medical Press) It is said of this sub- 
stance that it never becomes rancid, and its smell should remind 
one of wool. 

My experience with the remedy, with that of other physicians, 
has been but limited, yet I do not hesitate to pronounce the results 
so, far obtained most promising. 

The first question which presented itself was, whether the skin 
would bear it well. From its use in over four hundred cases, in 


‘the hospital and private practice of Dr. Lassar, the dermatclogist, 


no irritation of the skin was ever produced—a result which my 
own experience, during the years in which I have been experi- 
menting with it, confirms. For this reason alone, it is to be highly 
recommended for massage. 

It is true, it is not as smooth as vaseline, but it has the advantage 
that the skin, after being rubbed dry with a cloth, still remains soft 
and pliable. 


Bee-stings.—Dr. E. Pratt says (in Medical and Surgical Re- 
porter) that having used Squibb’s Cholera Mixture for the past 
year as a remedy for bee-stings, I can say it is a specific, instanta- 
neous in its effect if applied within a few minutes after the sting- 
ing, preventing soreness and swelling. 
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Treatment of Acute Tonsillitis.—( Medical and Surgical Re. 
porter) Dr. John Brown states in the British Medical Journal, Feb. 
6, 1886, that it is a rare event for suppuration to occur in acute ton- 
sillitis, if treated early with the following mixture: 


oc gdh ens vas ence ae haha wa whoucnt 3 iss, 
Relig eee aaa Seat ok sts Ee aD 3 iss, 
EE ea a A Nl i aE a m x) 
i ay a a ga sn ak Sin anys Mile tab Mt XXX, 
a Sk aha 6 cach arash 4 4c ruhan reeds uo ad hl 5 i, 
i Meek ah alive cis wes bean hia 5 viij. 


One ounce to be taken every two or three hours for the first 
thirty-six hours. 

The same mixture is his sheet-anchor for rheumatic fever. He 
finds that the large doses prescribed in the London hospitals are 
not needed. Small doses, frequently repeated, are more effective, 
and almost free from the nauseating effects produced by large 
doses of salicylate of soda. 


Vomiting in Pregnancy.—In the St. Louis Courier we read of 
a young woman, primapara, of feeble constitution, who had vom- 
ited from the second month of pregnancy. At the end of the fifth 
month the vomiting became so violent as to threaten death, there 
being syncope, absolute prostration of power, noises in the ears, 
chills, cold and profuse sweats, frequent and filiform pulse, etc. 
In their turn, antispasmodics have been used (ether, valerian, musk), 
the opiates, carbonized and iced drinks, iodine externally and in- 
ternally, blisters upon the epigastrium, hypodermic injections of 
morphia—in fact, every known means of arresting vomiting—all 
without avail. It was suggested to try irrigations of ether upon 
the epigastrium. The effect was instantaneous ; a single irrigation 
sufficed to cut short the vomiting. The patient drew a few long 
breaths. said she was cured, and left perfectly well. The vomit 
ing returned twice subsequently, and at each time the ether irriga- 
tions arrested the trouble-— Cincinnati Med. News. 


Granular Lids.—In a case of granular lids of long standing 
Dr. Mitchell (in California Medical Journal) says: Knowing the 
beneficial influence of hydrastis on the mucous membrane as an 
astringent, I concluded to give it a trial. I used the specific tinct- 
ure, full strength ; one drop applied morning and evening with an 
ordinary dropper. On the evening of the second day the inflam- 
mation was considerably reduced and a general improvement was 
noticeable. In fact, she stated (to use her own words), “I believe, 
doctor, they are about well.” 


To Reduce Hernia.—(Medical World) It is stated in a foreign 
exchange that strangulated hernia may be reduced, without oper- 
tion, by the simple application of ether continuously over the seat 
of the obstruction, with the addition of light pressure. Cases of 
several days’ duration are stated to have thus been spontaneously 
reduced in a few hours. 
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Vaginal Pastiles.—Germicide: Pastiles prepared from boracic 
acid and cocaine are exceedingly efficacious in absorbing thicken- 
ing of the neck of the uterus, and fibroid tumors on vaginal walls, 
healing all kinds of ulcers on the os or neck of the uterus. They 
have a sort of magical effect in bracing up a devitalized uterus. 

One can be inserted thrice daily, and while doing so, they should 
be pushed up as far as possible. 

Before their introduction, the vagina should be well washed out 
with a fountain syringe charged with a saturated solution of either 
boroglyceride or boracic acid. They are of great utility in all dis- 
eases of the vaginia. 


Chronic Enlargement of Tonsils.—In answer to Dr. Gaff’s 
inquiry in regard to hypodermic injections in the above named 
condition, Dr. Beresford, in the October number of the Medical 
Advocate, says ; “ By the use of a strong solution of tanic acid in- 


jected two or three times a week, with the daily use of a gargle of 


the same, the knife need never be resorted to.” 

I have used the above treatment in the case of a young man, 2t. 
about twenty years, with good success. I make an application of 
muriate cocaine before inserting the needle, and used the injection 
every three days.—California Med Four. 


The method (Chinese Imperial Maritime Customs Reports, 
28th issue) employed by the Amis tribe of savages, which inhabit 
South Formosa, to harden their children might, perhaps, be adopted 
in this country with advantage. When born, the child is immedi- 
ately thrown into a tub of cold water, and then taken out and 
wiped dry. This is continued daily for about a month ; after this 
it is taken every morning to the sea-beach or river, thrown into 
the water and allowed to struggle. This practice is pursued both 
in summer and winter, until the child can walk into the water itseif. 
It is said that the Amis children can usually swim long before they 
can walk. . 


Paraldehyde as an Antidote to Strychnine.—( Practitioner 
and News) The result of former investigations, proving that par- 
aldehyde reduces in a marked degree the activity of the spinal 
cord as a reflex center, has led Dr. Bokai to infer that this drug 
might do service as an antidote to strychnine. The inference was 
confirmed by some experiments on frogs, rabbits, and dogs. 
Certain of these animals were given a less than fatal dose of strych- 
nine. None of the animals died, although some of them received 
ten times the dose of strychnine usually considered fatal. 


Prevention of Cancer.—(Medical and Surgical Reporter) 
People should stop worrying themselves about the fact that a rela- 
tive had cancer, because it does not affect them. They should live 
more frugally and take plenty of exercise in the open air, and in 
short, follow hygienic modes of living, and the danger of cancer 
is much more remote. The cure may be difficult, but prevention 
seems to be in the power of each individual. 
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Dr. Cotter writes (in Indiana Medical Gazette) that fie has 
had great satisfaction with the use of glycerin painted over the 
tongue in fevers. It keeps the tongue moist and removes the sen- 
sation of great thirst and discomfort caused by a dry and foul 
tongue. 


Tsuchiakabi.—A new drug coming from Japan, called tsuchi- 
akabi, has been proposed as a substitute for cubebs, copaiba and 
drugs of that class. Itis described as the fruit of a kind of orchid, 
possessing a bitter acid taste, but not an unpleasant flavor. An 
aqueous extract is used in Japan, and an alcoholic extract has also 
been prepared.—Druggists Circular. 


Action of Coffee on Pruritus.——Dr. Brown-Sequard report- 


ed studies in relation to the action of coffee on pruritus ani and 


vulvz. In two cases observed for many years, he had been able 
to observe a constant agreement between the ingéstion of the one 
and the*disappearance of the other ; abstention from coffee caused 
the pruritus to cease entirely —Louisville Med. News. 


A Little Girl in Watertown, N. Y., (Medical Quarterly) who 
was dying of scarlet fever, desired to send a kiss to a little play- 
mate in another town. She kissed the letter, which was sent by 
mail to the little friend who, wholly unaware of the danger in- 
curred, kissed the letter as a message from her dead friend. Ina 
few days she hersélf died from scarlet fever, contracted by that 


kiss. 


Salicylate of Lithia in Rheumatism.—(Medical Record) 
This drug acts especiaily well in those cases in which the fibrous 
tissues are effected. In the subacute and chronic forms also salicy- 
late of lithia acts more promptly than the sodium salt. The drug 
should be given in doses aggregating one dram per diem, but 
when more than seventy-five grains a day are given, toxic symp- 
toms are to be produced. It causes headache and deafness, but 
never the whistling and ringing sounds in the ears which cause 
such extreme annoyance to the patient. Sometimes also, though 
rarely, intestinal colic and diarrhea result. But all the unpleasant 
symptoms disappear quickly after the discontinuance of the 
remedy. 


Quinine in Irritable Stomach.—John Reid, M.A., in the 
Australasian M. Gaz., for Dec., proposes the following method of 
administering quinine in cases of irritable stomach. ‘the sulphate 
of quinine is dissolved in critic acid (glycerin may be added) and 
made into an ordinary, mixture. Bicarb. soda, more than sufficient 
to neutralize the citric acid of a dose, is added to a half glass of 
milk. The citric acid and quinine mixture is then added, while 
constantly stirring. The effervescing draught, which somewhat 
resembles koumiss, will be tolerated by the stomach, even when 
the tongue is red and irritable; the tongue after the draught chang- 
ing its character. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS, 


Balata.—(Pharm, Jour. and Trans.) Balata is the concrete milky 
juice of Mimsops globosa ( Gaertner), a large, hardwooded forest 
tree, sometimes reaching 120 feet in height, and found ranging 
from Jamaica and Trindad to Venezula and French Guiana. 
Balata has never found its way into commerce in any considerable 
quantity, though it has always been highly spoken of. It is inter- 
mediate in character between India-rubber and gutta-percha, com- 
bining the properties of bath, and for certain purposes is better 
adapted than any other of the natural caoutchouc substances. Its 
strength, also, is very great, and, as it does not stretch under ten- 
sion, for special appliances, such as bands for machinery, it is un- 
equalled. 





Sight for the Blind.—( Berlin’ Med. Zentral-Zeit.) The Acad- 
emy of Sciences is at present engaged in testing a new and highly 
important discovery by Dr. Emil Martin, Fellow of the Medical 
Faculty of Marseilles, which is no less than restoration of sight to 
the blind by mechanical means. Dr. Martin’s device is an apparatus 
of platinum so arranged as to take the place of the normal media 
through which light is brouglt into the camera obscura of the eye. 
As the painless application of the apparatus, in a neat surgical 
way, has already been accomplished, it is believed that a favorable - 
outcome may be reasonably predicted for the invention. 


Galvanized Corpses.—The Chemist and Druggist says: 
“‘Cremation and inhumation are not the only resources of civiliza- 
tion in regard to corpses. M. Kergovatz, chemical engineer of 
Guiparas (Finisterre), has advocated in the Paris Figaro a galvan- 
oplastic treatment which he declares he has proved to be practical. 
He rubs the body with plumbago, and then plunges it in a bath 
of copper, zinc, silver, or gold, according to the funds, available, 
and he thus obtains.a statue which cannot fail to be an accurate 
likeness, and which, he thinks, would be in all respects superior 
to the ordinary representations of great men in our streets. Besides, 
the actual person of the dead is retained. He declares his inten- 
tion of submitting his invention to the Muni&pal Council of 
Paris.” Burying, he says, has been condemned by experience ; 
cremation destroys all evidence of crime'in cases of murder, and 
embalming is expensive. 


Our Disappearing Forests.—(Chicago News) The reckless 
improvidence with which the forests of this country are being de- 
stroyed is likely to bring its own punishment with it. Prof. Sar- 
gent’s report upon the present condition of our forests has been 
published as a part of the tenth census. From this it appears the 
loss from forest fires alone amounts to upwards of $20,000,000 an- 
nually. The railways destroy upwards of 30,000,000 fine young 
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trees every year for ties. The frame houses, which form so char- 
. acteristic a feature of American landscape, use up the lumber from 
millions of acres annually.. As yet no process of reparation has 
begun. We cut down, but we do not replant. The consequence 
is seen in the greater trequency of droughts and floods along our 
large rivers, the impaired fertility of the denuded soil, and the in- 
creased cost of fuel and building material. The report shows 
that it is quite time to turn over a new leaf. We should husband 
carefully what forest we have left. It is a part of wisdom for 
every owner of a timber tract to cut understandingly and with 
reference to the future. A good twenty-acre timber lot can be 
made to last for centuries, all the time furnishing its annual cutting 
of fuel fox the owner. 


The Fuel Problem.—Tests made by Dr. Fischer, the well- 
known Gernian chemist, show that in the ordinary domestic stoves. 
in use not more than 20 per cent. of the fuel consumed is really 
utilized for warming the rooms ;whereas, with stoves burning gas, 
80 per cent. and more of the possible effect is obtained. Ina 
certain sugar manufactory at Elsdorf, it is stated, no steam engines 
have been used for several years. Gas is made at a cost of about 
twenty cents per thousand feet, and is used for lighting and for 
driving gas engines. At the great Schultz Iron Works, at Essen, 
water gas is made at a cost of about eight to sixteen cents a thou- 
sand feet, and serves both for fires and lighting. For the latter 
purpose a ring is fixed over the burners, having rods or pencils of 
magnesia attached, these being made glowing hot by the non- 
luminous gas flame, and emitting an excellent light. The aban- 
donment, of burning coal direct for heating will do away with all 
the disadvantages of smoke.—£x. 


Hearing of Infants.—In Dr. Lindsay’s “ Mind in the Lower 
Animals,” it is stated that all infants are deaf at birth because the 
outer ear is as yet closed, and there is no air in the middle ear. A 
response to a strong sound is observed, at the earliest, in six hours, 
but often, not for a day or two. The awakening of the sense may 
be observed by the irregular muscular movements and blinking 
which. a loud noise occasions. No other organ contributes so 
much as the ear to the intellectual development of the child. This 
is shown by the intellectual backwardness of those born deaf 
compared with fhose born blind. The sense of hearing becomes 
early developed, so that the child soon distinguishes the different 
tones of those about him. 

Light is at first unpleasant, and the infant shuts his eyes when 
brought toit. Brightness and darkness can alone be distinguished. 
The motions of the ¢yes are wholly unregulated. There is no real 
symmetry of movement before the first six days. The first per- 
ceptions are those of light. The child turns his head to the window 
within the first week. It is three weeks, however, before the 
eyes will follow a light that is moved before it. 


Danbury makes one-fourth of all the hats worn in the United 
States. It turns out hourly, on an average, 1,343 hats. 









Soutnern Mepica,t REcorp. 


PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULE. 


The Treatment of Cholera Infantum.—( Medical and Sur. 
Reporter) pe H. Cartser gives us the following formule in the 
Archieves of Pedriatics: For the vomiting: 


M. Teaspoonful every half hour. 
In some cases he uses a powder composed of 


R. Subnitrate of bismuth 
Dover's powder 


To be divided into twelve powders, one every two hours. 

This often does in mild cases. Sometimes, however, if there 
seems to be a malarial complication he gives quinine, for instance 
something like this : 

R. Sulphate of quinine 

EEO GE GRIN goo ono 6.0 oi oc 000s cacleee sted: gtts. xx, 
Syrup yerba santa 3 ij. 


M. S. Teaspoonful every two hours. 


Menthol Disks for Sick Headache.—At a recent meeting 
of the Societe de Therapeutique, M. Mayet, stated that he had 
had disks made after the following formula: 

R. Menthol gis. vijss, 
Chloral hyd grs. vijss, 
Spermaceti 
Cocoa-butter 


A disk is to be bound on over the seat of the pain. Mayet said 
that he had never observed that these disks had an irritating effect. 


Bichloride of Mercury in Phthisis.—( Medical News, Phil.) 
Dr. Kolloch reports that the use of the following prescription in 
thirty-three cases of pulmonary phthisis invariably, in any stage, 
produced marked improvement : 

R. Hydrarg bichloride 

Ammonium chloride 


Typhoid Fever.—(Indiana Medical Journal) Dr. John C. Pear- 
son (Lancet) is convinced that many cases of typhoid fever can 
be lessened in severity and duration by the early and persistent 
administration of the solution of chlorinated soda. He generally 
orders : 


<<" Sig’ A tablespoonful every three hours. 
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Irritability of the Bladder.—Dr. A. F.Erich, in Phil. Med. 
Times, says that irritability of the bladder, accompanied by alkaline 
urine, can be immediately relieved by— 


ic II ois is usa Wk bs 0 MWA Sie 06 e104 wcndias e's 2 i, 
INNS sk NWEN ee VN ease Skah osacce cone} .3 iss, 
iis hu Shai soe 4 eA WNa es bon so 0 asics ie cas eg 5 xi. 


M. Sig. A teaspoonful every three hours. 


Croup.—(Indiana Medical Journal.) 


i TE NE IN ais sissies von ied amas cows Mm X, 
Le tehbice cn windvd su secnevnes ears 5 i, 
PUT Ee Tee ee nS 5 ij, ( 
Pe Ns che r¥s ep hWAS DRS ree eb reer a> kagveer 5 Vi. | 


M. Sig. One teaspoonful every half hour. 
Ague.—(Medical World.) 





ie I ivi. -inys oetnnesdhnnkey see Seeds 3 js 
EE  aintinirns'ch ieee sees eh Bankes sc uwek f 3 Ss, 
Se a Sinica eee ha nue de hee vb eee 3 ss, 
as sy wn beni ithe eau sori decwee senaee osc Mm 

Mix. One teaspoonful three times a day, when the spleen is en- 

larged. 

ie Is 6 sp wae eSU ced aceeaecdbasdbdavared Si 
I eis idles Wa 54's twins v's'vcb share sani 3 iss, 
UI iil “y'n' is vax bs’ a's 0's's'e'0 0 od eos oe mace 3 iss, 
Aq. dest. et syr. simpl. ad.......... jeaeukeeesadbe 3 iv. 

Mix. One tablespoonful three times a day. 

By Is oc crsscnesinesscsyeurnedgnines- 3 ss, 
EE Sen cna ciha ld way adm nts thebd veld wis 3 Ss, 
I i 0 de 6 sieht ld seec bid acne d acess sigh 3 j, 
INGOs i oe sisi sveeiaasbescasiwwad 3 iss, 
Aq. chloroformi et aque dest. ad................ 3 viij. 


Mix. Sig. Shake the bottle. Two tablespoonfuls three times 
a day. 


Amenorrhcea.—( Medical World.) 


R. Potasse permanangatis, gr. i, or gr. ii, three times a day in 
pill. 


i PCN 6c vs'y sandals wis sbs sum basis 3); 


ti an cee MS .M XVi, 
a OIE rics hn ws donno so00s0 sso eo coneddens oye ae he 
Mix. One teaspoonful every hour, with hot mustard pediluvia 


at bedtime. 
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Brown’s Iron Bitters.—( Medical World.) Contains in each 
fluidrachm: 


ee SS crs s o aka x a es ae du haan nena gr. i, @ 
SE EEE vn baw he G hae cklnns ss do taenans grs. ij, 
Nx oe h. 054254 geass eke CneG Eade gr. 1-290, 
NORE us bedhead chara ad ele see Minis + bas dadned seeds gt. i, 
VURTMEEE DEMIII os + o's nang eee dees ve ecnsienee gr. i 


Thompson’s Eye Water.—( Medical World.) 


BE eC Tr eer Tey eee ee grs. X, 
WE BMS pn beens nes sabseneadacdirphes grs. xl, 
EM is ebb he nek ohne odaduadiadeKs 3 iv, 
MUNCTOTO OF COMING. Fi ok ic ic ccecceeccey on 3 iv, 
I SS B55 GEER. bc hen Gee oak O. ii. 


Mix and filter. 


Resorcin in the Treatment of Gonorrhcea.—Dellerbaugh 
(Revue de Therapeutique) recommends the use of resorcin com- 
bined as follows, in injections, for the cure of gonorrheea : 


BR. Zincacetatis........... an iae Cbg een en gr. } to gr. 4, 
MN ING 50 Bik gis ns conn dase nia 2 gr. XX, 
Ps di 050d dnd men hon eee boeeee 3), 
iin 65 605 HRV acai f Ziv 


M. Sig. Inject two drams three times a day. 


Catarrh.—Dr. De Lamater (in New England Medical Monthly) 
says: The following has proven so effectual in my practice for 
catarrh and acute affections of the throat and nasal passages, I 
wish to give it to the readers of your valuable journal : 


R. Chlorate potash...... hadudedeadalnbannaricvese 3 Vv, 
PE I sbi ibu ka sno eae Nans oan Keene 3 iii, 
pe be ok a} denen, PUERTO ETRE ETO ee gi, 
i ie Ma on 65 2855. eHR NR aRAWSe VU Seni 3 ii. 


M. Sig. One teaspoonful in a glass of water. Use as gargle 
or spray in throat and nostrils every three or four hours. 


To Prevent Pitting in Small-Pox.— 

R. White lead, linseed oil, each in quantity sufficient to make 
when rubbed together a cream-like paste, to which add 5 per cent. 
of carbolic acid. Keep the parts freely anointed. 


For Removing Warts.—Dr. D. C. Platt (in New England 
Medical Monthly) says: The following has served a good purpose 
for removing warts. I have found that sometimes it is extremely 
difficult to get rid of them, but with this wash I am confident of 
success: 

ms “Seve MONEE MOWER, ois 50 AS 3), 

Acid nitro mur........../ PELE TEESE LUE T ORE Ack ox 3 j. 

M. Paint with a camel’s hair brush onceaday. It will usually 

cure in four days. 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


EDITORIAL NOTICES. 


CmoLERA is still prevailing in Brittany, a western province of France. It 
may yet reach America. 





THE Fare to the Ameriran Medical Association, on the various Railroads, 
is one regular fare and a third, instead of one-third as formerly reported. 


CocainE.—This drug is now quoted at $15 per ounce—a large decline from 
former rates. Our druggists generally retail the article at 10 cents a grain. 


SANITARY CONVENTION.—The Pennsylvania State Board of Health are ar- 
ranging for a National Sanitary Convention, to be held at Philadelphia in the 
month of May. F 


. 


DarLy MEDICAL JouRNAL.—There is but one daily medical journal, it is said, 
in the world—entitled ‘The Medical Reform (La Reform a Medica), and pub- 
lished in Naples. 


For SALe.—A Scholarship for a complete Course of Instruction in Bryant 
and Stratton’s Business College, Louisville, Ky. Apply toR.C. Worn, M.D., 
Editor of this journal, Atlanta, Ga. 


CHEAP CHLOROFORM.—A process for manufacturing this article without the 
use of alcohol has been discovered, by which it has been greatly reduced in price. 
It is now said to be procurable in large lots at 40 cents per pound. 


ALCOHOL WEAKENING.—The Interna! Revenue receints for the last year, 
is reported at $9,000,000 less than the previous year—showing a great fall-off in 
the consumption of alcohol in this country. Push on the ball, say we. 


BALTIMmore publishes four medical journals ; has two medical colleges, twen- 
ty-two regular professors, and twenty-one lecturers, aggregating forty-three 
teachers. In addition to these, she claims to have four medical societies, etc. 
Too much physic, we fear. 


SCARLETT WBAPPERS are required upon bottles of Morphine in the State of 
Georgia ; also in Florida and Kentucky. It should be done everywhere, or, 
what would be still better, something should be added in the manufacture of the 
article that would change its color, so that it could be easily distinguished from 
quinine. 


ABDOMINAL SURGERY.—We learn that the subject of Abdominal Surgery 
will be made a conspicuous feature of the approaching meeting of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association. It is understood that a number of able papers upon 
the eubject. will be read, and it is expected that the discussions which they will 
provoke will be both interesting and instructive. 
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LonGEVITY.—The DeKalb Chronicle, a newspaper printed at Decatur, the 
county-site of DeKalb County, Ga.—a village six miles East of Atlanta—pub- 
lishes the names of one hundred citizens, all of whom are over seventy-five years 
of age ; and a number over ninety—running as high as ninety-seven years— 
resident in the vicinity of that village. 


Bryant & STRATTON’s BusinEss COLLEGE, LOuISvILLE, Ky.—This is a 
good place to give your son a business course which will prepare him to enter 
at once into active life, either as book-keeper or in any other capacity connected 
with mercantile or other lines of business. See their advertisement in another 
part of this journal. See also, special notice, of a Scholarship for sale. 


HEMICRANIA.—Dr. E. van Goidtsnoven writes us that he has relieved a case 
of violent hemicrania by the hypodermic injection of fifteen drops of a 4-percent. 
solution of cocaine, at three points above the brow on the affected side—five 
drops at each point. ‘The relief was almost instantaneous, and the pain did not 
return. It would doubtless relieve facial neuralgia with equal promptness, and, 
probably also, nervous or sick-headache. 


DEATH OF Dr. AusTIN FLINT.—This eminent man in the profession died 
of apoplexy in New York City, on the 13th of March, 1886, aged seventy-three 
years. He is prominently known throughout the medical world, having occu- 
pied numerous positions of importance. Since 1861 he has been the Prefessor 
of the Principles and Practice of Medicine in the Bellevue Hospital Medical 
College. He has been an author of distinction—was a few years ago president 
of the American Medical Association, and was to have been the president of 
the International Medical Congress to meet in Washington, D.-_C., in 1887. 


THE GeorGiIA MEDICAL ASsOcIATION.—Remember that the State Medieal 
Association will meet the present year,on the 21st of April, in the beautiful city 
of Augusta. As stated in our last, a large meeting is anticipated, and it will 
doubtless be a pleasant one, as the profession of Augusta are noted for Intelli- 
gence, sociability, and generous hospitality. 

We are informed by Dr. Goodrich, chairman of the committee of arrange- 
ments, that the Raiiroads will furnish tickets to members at four cents per mile, 
round trip, and that the hotels will take members as follows: Planters’ Hotel, 
$2.50 per day ; Globe and Central Hotels, each, $2 per day ; Augusta Hotel, 
$1.50 per day ; Adkins House, $1 per day. 





INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CONGRESS. 


The editor of the Medical Bulletin remarks, of the feeling abroad in regard 
to the International Congress, that “ The foreign opposition to the Congress, 
on which the Philadelphia Medical Newas and the New York Medical Record 
laid so much stress, has vanished like adream. Three months ago we were 
informed that ‘ the way across is long, the fear of the sea is strong,’ and that 
no European physician would think it worth while to cross the Atlantic to at- 
tend a ‘rump Congress.’ We were also informed that all the leading Europ- 
ean journals were in oppesition to the course of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation. The facts of the ease are, that the American Medical Association was 
bitterly attacked by one English journal—the Medical Times and Gazette—but 
its action so disgusted its subscribers that it has since beer. compelled to suspend 
publication. * * * 
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“Dr. Horatio R. Bigelow, in a recent letter from Vienna to the Journal of 
the American Medical Association, says: ‘The enthusiasm here over the Con- 
gress grows daily, and I am quite sure Vienna will send a large delegation to 
Washington. I hope to be able to establish equal interest in Buda-Pesth and 
Munich.’ 

“ Letters from Lendon, Dublin, Edinburgh, Paris, and Berlin also assure us 
that the most prominent physicians of England, Ireland, Scotland, France, and 
Germany have signified their intention to be present at the meeting of the Con- 
gress next year.” 





PUBLISHING THE TRANSACTIONS OF THE GEORGIA MEDI- 
CAL ASSOCIATION, 


We publish below a communication from Dr. James B. Baird, the former 
Secretary of the Georgia Medical Association, in regard to the present policy 
* of publishing the Transactions of the Association in a private journal. We 
asked his opinion because he is probably better acquainted with the cost of pub- 
lishing its Transactions than any other disinterested party of whom we could 
inquire. He clearly shows that the plea of poverty, which was the only one 
presented by those interested in the abandonment of the former plan, is with- 
out foundation in tact ; and this would seem to be sufficient to show to those 
gentlemen who were thereby induced to favor the scheme that a mistake was 
made by them, and it ought to be no longer continued. 

We cannot believe that the large body of those who voted for this action un- 
derstood its bearings, or realized the inferences clearly deducible from such ac- 
tion. One of them is very forcibly pointed out by Dr. Baird when he remarks 
that the Association virtually says to a member that he shall subscribe and pay 
for a particular journal or he can no longer remain a member of the Associa- 
tion—thus prescribing a condition of membership heretofore unknown, and cer- 
tainly not authorized by the constitution of the Association. Another infer- 
ence is, that it bestows upon a private journal the patronage and influence of 
the Association, and unjustly makes the impression abroad that it is the princi- 
pal organ of the Profession in the State, and the only one worthy of the confi- 
dence and patronage of the profession. This inference is sustained in the fact 
that, while many journals seek and gladly pay for such original matter, this so- 
ciety voluntarily furnishes the choice papers of its members to a private jour- 
nal ; not only so, but pays for the privilege of doing so a sum twice as much as 
would suffice to put the papers in accessable and permanent form. 

And now we would respectfully ask, Did the members of the Association 
knowingly and intentionally lend their aid and influence toward the furtherance 
of such objects, and impressions as we have named? We do not believe that 
they did ; and yet such inference is deducible from their action, and we think, 
now that the matter is fairly before them, that they cannot fail to see that injus- 
tice has been done, not only to competing journals equally worthy, and their 
subscribers, but to competing medical institutions not represented by the favored 
journal—to the members of the Association at large, and especially to thé in- 
tegrity of those who unwittingly sustained this action. 

It is possible that there are some who will attribute these remarks to personal 
interest, as from editors of a competing journal, but we have endeavored to dis- 
cuss the subject in a spirit of fairness and candor, and with an honest purpose 
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to vindicate the truth and to uphold the dignity and honor of the Profession— 
objects which, in times past, no one can say that our journal has ever failed to 
advocate and promote. But read the following from Dr. Baird : 


Editors Southern Medical Journal: 

GENTLEMEN—I am in receipt of your favor of the 8th instant, in which you 
request my opinion, as former secretary of the Medical Association of Georgia, 
concerning the action of the Association, at its meeting in Savannah last year, 
provid ing for a change in the method of publishing the Transactions of that 
body, and directing that the papers presented at the annual sessions and the re- 
cord of proceedings should be turned over to a medical journal for publication. 
You ask my views as to the financial necessity for this procedure, and if, in my 
judgment, “the Association had the constitutional right to take such action ; 
and if it did, was it wise in policy, correct in principle, or just to the members 
of the Association ? ” 

My experience as Secretary of the Association from 1877 to 1881, and as a 
member of the Committee on Publication continuously from 1872 to 1885, en- 
ables me to speak with considerable confidence upon the subject of your inquiry, 
and I cheerfully respond, as succinctly and as clearly as I can, to your polite 
request. I do so the more readily as I may not be able to attend the meeting 
next month, and desire to be on record in opposition to this unfortunate inno- 
vation. 

Providential causes have prevented my presence at the last two meetings of 
the Association, and, consequently, I am ignorant of the arguments which were 
advanced in favor of the radical change in the customary mode of issuing our 
Annual Transactions ; but that fact need not prohibit a candid review of the 
situation, or an honest and dispassionate expression as to the expediency of the 
step. 

Let us inquire into the question of economy. 

Four hundred copies of Transactions, of 163 pages each, were issued in 1876 
at a total cost of $276.25, delivered, or 5514 cents per copy. 

Six hundred copies, of 200 pages each, were issued in 1877 at a net cost—af- 
ter deducting the amount received for a few approved advertisements—of $182, 
or 30!¢ cents each. 

Four hundred copies, of 280 pages each, were issued in 1878 at a net cost of 
60}4 cents per copy. 

Four hundred copies, of 288 pages each, were issued in 1879 at a net cost of 
49% cents per copy. 

Four hundred copies, of 252 pages each, were issued in 1880 at a net cost of 
6634 cents per copy—the highest price paid for the Transactions during the 
five years that I was in the Secretary’s chair. 

By referring to the elaborate report of my immediate successor, Dr. A. Sibley 
Campbell, it will be perceived that the net cost to the Association of the four 
hundred copies issued under his administration, in the very handsome cloth 
covers which he devised, was only 5934 cents each. The gross cost of this ele- 
gant edition, including wrappers and postage, without any credit or deduction 
whatever, was only $1.22 1-5 per copy, of 318 pages each. 

The gross cost of the edition of 1883, issued in the same attractive and expen- 
sive style, was $1.08} per copy, of 275 pages. The net cost to the Association 
was about 534 cents. 
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If I am correctly informed, the Transactions for 1885, under the new system, 
have cost every member of the Association, who has received them, $2 ! 

The roll of 1884 contains 264 names. Two dollars each from 91 members 
would cover the net cost of the edition of 600 copies in 1877. This would allow 
a copy for every member, and leave a surplus of 336 copies for general distribu- 
tion, if so desired. I believe, however, that the dues are now $3 per annum. 
Hence 60 prompt paying members would insure the publication of a respectable 
volume « and surely the incidental expenses—which ought not to be large—could 
be procured from the remaining 204 members, 

According to the published reports of the officers, the total receipts from all 
sources, for 1879, amounted to $530.09. The receipts for 1880 are not stated, 
but some $400 were expended. The presumption is that more than this amount 
was received. In 1881, a total of $558.77 was collected ; in 1882, $436.20, and 
in 1883, $458.14. 

Contemplatiun of these facts, hastily grouped, will, I think, effectually dispose 
of the poverty plea. 

The constitution contains no express provision regulating the manner of pub- 
lishing the Transactions. It seems to have’ been understood that the volume 
would be printed, and the arrangement of the details have been left to the com- 
mittee on publication. It is, however, the law of the organization that failure 
to pay dues for two successive years shall forfeit membership in the Association. 
In its last analysis, then, we find this anomalous state of things : If you do not 
subscribe for a particular medical journal—which is a private enterprise, and 
with which the Association is in no wise concerned, and over which it has no 
control—you will be expelled from membership from your State Society ! 

There may be reasons—good and sufficient reasons to the individual—why he 
does not wish to receive the journal selected by the majority voting. Now, 
ought the Association to say to such a member, “ You shall pay for this jour- 
nal, or you cannot retain your connection with this organization?” Has the 
Association the right to prescribe this act as a condition of membership—which 
is the practical effect of this arrangement—or to use its moral and pecuniary 
power to build up an enterprise which is entirely foreign to it, and independent 
of it? I think not. The plan is, in ‘my judgment, a grave mistake, which will 
not promote harmony at home, or increase our influence abroad. 

I hope to see the Association promptly forsake this new departure, and speed- 
ily return to the good old way, so that the History of the organization may be 
preserved, and its record safely kept. If the voluntary papers and reports of 
sections cannot, for the lack of funds, be printed with the record of the business 
proceedings, by the Association, let all such contributions be returned by the 
publishing committee to the writers, as is already provided by resolution of the 
body, and as was done in 1875, to be published as their respective authors may 
see proper. 

I am aware that, in some quarters, it is considered enlightened and progres- 
sive to decry “musty volumes of Transactions,” and to bemoan the burial of 
valuable papers in tnese sepulchers of ancient form. The limited audience is 
lamented by the aspiring author, and he grieves that the fruit of his genius should 
be hid under a bushel. We need only remind these ambitious writers, who are 
anxious to proclaim their special skill, who sedulously count the prefits of their 
productions when widely read, and who inveigh thus against the time-honored 
custom of issuing an annual volume, that their contributions are entirely volun- 
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tary, and that it is not to the genera! interest of the medical profession to loosen 
the bands, to lessen the restraints, or to neglect the discipline which thorough 
organization is supposed to secure, 

How far the modern enterprising methods, more or less in vogue among med- 
ical men, go toward exalting the standing, maintain‘ng the dignity, increasing 
the influence, and augmenting the usefulness of the profession, let the veterans 
in the worthy cause declare. For myself, Messrs. Fditors, I am coustrained to 
say that, in my opinion, the action of the Association under discu-sion was un- 
necessary, unwise, and unjust 

JAMES B. BAIRD. 

ATLANTA, March 16, 1886. 

WHERE IS THE RESPONSIBILITY ? 

The delicate nature of criminal abortion proves a barrier to the discussion of 
its hideous features through the columns of our newspapers, but it behooves ev- 
ery honest man and woman in our community to understand the bearing of such 
proceedings upon the welfare of society, 

The fatal result of violence supposed to have been resorted to for the accom- 
plishment of abortion in a case which has come before the criminal court of 
Fulton County, demands investigation in a way to find out the source of such 
violent means towards attaining this end, That a woman should come from 
another State, under an assumed name, to seek professional assistance, affords 
prima facia evidence of an illicit object, and that this individual, who is repre- 
sented to be entirely without pecuniary resources, should be provided with board 
ing and lodging, with a nurse, while able to move about the house, raises a grave 
question as to the nature of the case, and a knowledge of the facts, on the part 
of her medical attendant, His innocence is sought to be shown by the state- 
ment of a colleague whu was called in when the patient was about to die —that 
the declaration was made to him as to the fact of an abortion having occurred, 
but nothing is learned in regard to the means by which it was accomplished. 
Another plausible explanation is made, that the signs of injury to the interior 
structure of the womb may have resulted from the use of a silver female cathe- 
ter for washing out the cavity, in accordance with the advice of the said col- 
league. A still more complete exhoneration of the attending physician is based 
upon the assertion of a medical man, who was present at the post mortem ex- 
anination, that there was no indications of the use of any instrument whatever 
or other signs of violence to the womb. On the other hand, the representations 





of other competent members of the medical profession, who.witnessed the same - 


examination, were to the effect that violent measures had been resorted to dur- 
ing the life of the patient, presumably to secure the expulsion of the foetus from 
the womb. The statement of other physicians and surgeons of recognized ca- 
pacity and practical acquaintance with such pathological specimens, upon exam- 
ination of the lesions in the uterine structure, confirmed the observation of those 
who had inferred that death ensued from violence to the womb, which was ex- 
tended to the lining membrane of the abdomen in the form of peritonitis, and 
propagated through the nervous system to the brain. 

The matter of responsibility for resorting to such violence as was proven to 
exist by ample medical testimony, rests either upon the woman herself, or upon 
some gocemngine in this undertaking, and every good citizen would doubtless 
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rej0ice to have the question relieved of the doubts which are thrown around it 
by the verdict of the coroner’s inquest ; so that it was respectfully submitted as a 
proper subject for the investigation of our Grand Jury, and a true bill was found 
against Dr. E, H. Green, who had been in charge of the patient, 





NEW ADVERTISEMENTS. 


ADVANCE Couvurirr, etc., Chicago, Ill. Read their advertisement in this 
journal, 


JAcoss’ PHARMACY.—Don't fail to read the advertisement of Jacobs’ Pharm- 
acy, commencing with this number of our journal. They are live men, clever, 
enterprising and accommodating. Their place of business is very central and 
convenient, on corner of Marietta and Peachtree. 


SEE new advertisements from the following excellent houses. We regret 
the want of space to refer to them more fully: Charles Truax & Co., medical 
supplies, instruments, etc. John Barry, clinical thermometers. Heyden’s 
Viburnum Compound, Wm. E. Richards, stock, grain and oil, 

6 Receipts will appear in our next. 


BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS RECEIVED. 


A Manual of the Medical Botany of North America. By I.awrence John- 
son, A.M, M. D., Lecturer on Medical Botany, Medical Department of the 
University of the city of New York ; Fellow of the New York Academy of 
Medicine. and of the New York Academy of Sciences ; Member of the Com- 
mitt+e of Revision of the Ph rmaeopcea of the United States,etc. New York: 
William Wood & Co., 56 ond 58 Latayette Prace. 

A work of nearly 300 large octavo pages, beautifully illustrated. The object 
of this work is well shown by the following remark in tbe preface : “ As a teacher 
of medical botany, I have been much embarrassed by the want of a text-book 
suited to the neds of American stadeuts—one combining a brief sketch of gen- 
eral Botany, witb descriptions of medicinal plants—and in this volume e have 
endeavored to supply that want.” We regard the work as eminenly instruct- 
ive and useful. 


A System of Practical Medicine by American Authors, Edited by Will- 
iam Pepper, M. D., LL. D., Provost aud Professor of the Theory and Prac- 
tice of Medicine and of Clinical Medicine in the University of Pennsylvania; 
assisted by Louis Starr, M. D., Clinical Professor of Diceases of Children in 
the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania. Volumes III and IV. 





The first volume of this great work was noticed some time ago, and we have 
now before os the third and fourth volumes—each gotten out in the same ele- 
gant and substantial leather binding, and the one containing 876 large octavo 
pages, and the other over 1,000 pages. Velume III* is devoted to Diseases of 
.the Respiratory, Circulatory and Hematopoietic systems ; and Volume IV to 
diseases of the Genito- Urinary, Muscular and Cutaneous systems, Ophthalmoi- 
ogy and Otology. The separate diseases coming under these g:n. ral divisions 
are ably and elaborately considered by such writers as Prof. Agnew D. Hays, 
Prof. Allen Harrison, Prof Da Costa, Prof. S.S. Davis, Prof. Austin Flint, 

‘ Prof. Beverly Rob‘nson, Prof. B. F. Baer, Prof. Louis Duhring, Prof. William 
Goodell, Prof. Loomis, Prof. Jacobi, Prof. John Lynch, Prof. A. H. Smith, etc. 
With such writers, it is expected that the ablest and best is written on any sub- 
ject submitted to them, and, as a rule, we find this to be true so far as we are 
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capable of judging, upon the parts wh‘ch we have found tite to peruse. Upon 

‘the subject of Pneumonia, however, by Professor Loomis, though ably treated 

in respect to its nature and pathology, we find him opposed to the vast major- 

ity of practing physicians in the South in regard to the efficacy of veratrum vi- 

ride and aconite, etc. He regards these remecies as hazardous, by reason cf 

their depressing action oa the ‘heart, and makes the erroneous statement that 
this class of agents, “and all other cardiac sedatives, which at one time were 
used so extensively, have now fallen almost entirely into disuse,” etc. To this 
we may certainly say that veratrum viride is still the sheet-anchor in the treat- 
ment of pneumonia throughout the Southern States. But our space does not 
permit a special reference to particular parts of this magnificent work, and we 
close by recommending it as a great and useful work of reference and for study by 
the progressive practitioner. Let every one, who can do s0, procure the work 
as the successive volumes appear from the Publishing House of Lea Brothers 

& Co., Philadelphia. 

Psycheatry ; a Clinical Treatise on Diseases of the Fore-brain, based upon a 
study of its structure, functions, and nutrition. By Theodore Meynert, M D., 
Protessor of Nervous Diseases, and Chief of the Psychiatric Clinic in Vienna, 
Translated by B. Sachs, M. D., Instructor in Diseases of the Mind and Nerv- 


ous system in the New York Polyclinic. Part I—The Anatomy, Physcol- 
ogy and Chemistry of the Brain. New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons. 1885. 


This is an able and instructive treatise on mental diseases. The work con- 
tains 285 octavo pages, and is illustrated with many cuts showing the anatomy 
-of the brain, etc. Professor Meynert, of Vienna, is noted as a lecturer on dis- 
eases of the brain, and for his thorough knowledge of the anatomy and physi- 
ology of that organ. The present work is more especially directed to the cons 
‘sideration of the diseases of the fore-brain. His theories and inductions are 
based upon clinical observation. As chief of the only State Insane Asylum of 
Austria, he has abundant opportunities for studying the many phases of mental 
diseases, there being as many as fifteen hundred patients in his clinic. The 
work is an able one, and well worthy the study of the physiologist, and all stu- 
dents of the brain and mental phenomena. 


Practical Suggestions Respecting the Varieties of Electric Ourrents and 
the Uses of Electricity in Medicine; with hints relating to the selection 
and care of Electrical Apparatus, By Ambrose L. Ranney, M.D. New 
York: D. Appleton & Co. 

Whether from indifference, scepticism or ignorance it must be admitted that 


electricity, both as a science and as an art, is disregarded by the great majority 


of the medical profession. Hence, thus far it has been, in a great measure, ap- 
propriated, and dispensed as it were, by a‘host of quacks, charlatans, mounte- 
banks, street electrifiers, et id omne genus. The success which some of these 
self-ass‘ ried Esculapians have met with, both in their itenerant and dispensary 
practice, have contributed not only to establish the notoriety of practical proofs 
but to awaken the profession from their tranquil selfsufficiency and force them 
to recognize the late achievements of electricity as contributions of almust me- 
ridian splendor, to the advancement of medical and philosophical science, and 
to the relief of our common humanity. In the work of Dr. Ranney the pro- 
fession cannot fail to find an expose of all modern achievements in electrical 
therapeutics and in the :xanifold applications of their wonderful agencies. We 
commend this valuable guide to the attention of the medical profession, especi- 
ally to that of the tnedical student. 

The Physicians’ Handy Cabinet Battery, as recommended by this author, 
may be seen illustrated in the advertisement of Wait & Bartlett in another part 
-of this journal. ; 
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SPECIAL NOTICES. 


pa NOTICE OF REMOVAL.—Dr. T. Gaillard Thomas 
has removed from 294 5th Ave., New York, to 600 Madison 
Ave. between 57th and 58th Streets. 


Mellin’ Food is a dry powder made from wheat and malted barley. By a 
careful, scientific process the indigestible portions of the grain are extracted, and 
the entire starch property is converted into dextrine and grape-suvar by the action 
of the malt diastase. Thus the greater part of the work of digestion is performed 


before the Food reaches the stomach. 


Parke. Davis & Co.’s Coca Cordial.—In this excellent preparation the 
astringent and bitter constituents of coca, which are not essential to its medicinal 
action, have been eliminated, while care has been taken to retain unchanged the 
active principle—cocaine, One fluidounce of the cordial represents 60 grains of coca 
leaves of good quality, the vehicle employed being an agreeable cordial of a rich,. 


vinous flavor. 


Tongaline.— Have used TONGALINE in some very obstinate cuses of subacute 
and chronic articular rheumatism, with the most gratifying results. In one case of 
long standing and intense suffering,a combination of ToNGALINE, 8 ounces, and 
Fluid Extract of Manaca, 4 ounce, teaspoonful every hour, caused great relief atter 
the third dose. I am much pleased with TONGALINE, and should not like to be with- 
out it in my practice.” E. CHRISTIANSEN, M.D., Grand Island, Neb. 


Celerina.—Dr. C. A. Jennings, Triplett, Mo., says: A few weeks since I treated, 
with success, a very obstinate case of hysteria in a young lady aged 18 years. After 
going through almost the whole catalogue of “‘ nervines and antispasmodics’’ with 
only temporary relief, I became discouraged, but concluded (with very little faith). 
to try Celerina. After the administration of a few doses the spasms discontinued 
and in a few daysshe was up and went to visit her sister several miles in the country. 





Warner’s Effervescing 4 ery of Caffeine and Bromide of Potassium, 
as prepared specially by Wm. R. Warner &('o. An almost certain relief is given by 


*the administration of this Effervescing Salt. It affords a pleasant and delightful 


draught, by mixing a large teaspoonful with a glass of water and ss while 
effervescing It is also used with advantage in Indigestion, Depression following 
alcoholic and morphia excesses and Nervous Headache. It affords speedy relief for 
Mental and Physical Exhaustion. The therapeutic value and great advantage of 
this preparation will be readily recognized by the profession. 


Sharp & Dohme.—Among the best and most reliable Drug Houses in the whole 
country is that of SHARPE & DOHME, of Baltimore. They are Chemists and Pharma- 
cists of a high order. Their Fluid and Solid Extracts, their Elixirs, Syrups, Dialysed 
Iron; Saccharated Pepsin, and Chemicals of every kind are excellent. See their adver- 


tisement on second cover page. 


Dr. H. W. Peters, of Louisville, Ky., says: I not unfrequently meet with pa- 
tients whose peculiar idiosyncrasies forbid the use of opium, producing wakefulness, 
nausea, etc., but recently have used PAPINE in such cases with the most satisfactory 
results, I have no hesitancy in commending it to the profession, 


Private Infirmary for Females.—This Institution, located on South Pryor 
street, Atlanta, Ga., presents peculiar advantages for ladies suffering from any uterine 
trouble. Drs. Taliaferroand Noble are provided with all needed apparatus and facil« 
ities for treating the most grave and difficult cases, and have had long experience 
and great success in this specialty. Private practitioners who have not the time or 
the facilities for treating such cases may confidently recommend their patients to this 
Institution. See advertisement in this Journal. 


Trypsin, Fairchild’s, is now offered as a solvent for Diphtheritic Membrane. 
Trypsin acts quickly and powerfully upon Fibrin and Fibrinous Membrane. It may 
be applied by spray or brush. In practical use the resuits have been very encourag- 
ing. essrs. Fairchild Bros. & Foster wish to respectfully announce that, owing to 
the great cost of this product and their inability to more than keep pace with the 
actual demand. they cannot offer samples. It may be obtained of the principal 
drug houses in this country, and is dispensed in 144, 4% and 1 ounce bottles with full 
directions. Correspodence will receive prompt attention. 


Cod Liver O11 with ra —As a nutrient means of checking 
and repairing bodily waste, and remedying disease of the throat, chest and luugs, 
Scott’s Emulsion has Jong held the foremost rank among preparatiens of cod liver 
oil, The time honored firm of Scott & Bowne owe, in no small degree, their leading 
position in the trade, which they have held for the last 12 or 15 years, to the superior 


character of this article.—Quarterly Epitome. 








